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SPIRITUALISM IN INDIA. 


STRAY THOUGHTS ON SPIRITUALISM. 
By Peary Cuanp Mittra. 


SPIRITUALISM is endemic in India. Egypt is no 
doubt another ancient country, and it is difficult to de- 
termine whether India or Egypt is the more ancient. 
It is supposed that colonies of Hindus came from the 
mouth of the Indus to the coast of Africa and thence 
to the Nile, and that Egypt owes her civilization to 
India. Philosophy was cultivated by the sacerdotal 
class both in Egypt and India. The Egyptian priests 
believed in the transmigration of the soul which, it is 
conjectured, was Arent tress India; but the doctrine 
of the Egyptian priests that the soul continues as long 
as the body continucs, which led to greater care being 
taken in the . of mummies, could not have 
been imported from India. The soul is in every human 
body, and it must manifest itself according to its free- 
dom from fleshly bondage. It is from such freedom, 
E in most cases, the ancient and modern nations 

ave the knowledge of the soul. It is from such free- 
dom we have supernatural communications, oracles, 
dreams, trances, somnambulism, ecstacy, and clairvoy- 
ance. The Chaldeans, like the Egyptian priests and 
Aryas, were given to divination and occultism. The 
higher an individual rose, or in other words, the greater 
was his freedom from flesh, the purer was his illumina- 
tion or internal knowledge, independent of the brain, 
and what he taught was generally received, until 
another man, higher and purer in a soul point of view, 
appeared and taught truths more spiritual than the 
first teacher. In India we had several Rishis of dif- 
ferent progressive souls; and they taught according to 
the light they possessed. In China, Lao-tzse was a 
spiritual teacher. In Persia Zoroaster was a great 
teacher. In Greece, Socrates and Plato shed great 
light on the spiritual philosophy. But all these persons 
flourished long after the Hindu sages. If in any 
country Spiritualism was closely studied and its truths 
realized, #t was in India. The precept of the Indian 
sages was,—“ If you wish to know God, know the 
soul.” The “yoga” was discovered and practised to 
enable us to be in the soul state. Säkhya Muni, the 
great Buddhist teacher, aimed at the same object. The 


Arya and Buddhist sages, after ull, are of the same 
opinion as regards the extinction of the carnality of 
the natural body and the development of the subtile 
body, the body of the soul, that it may be followed by 
the“ samadhi” or soul state. 

The “samádhi” or soul state is rarely attainable 
here, but the partial development resulting in the 
exercise of certain psychic powers of the subtile body, 
is acquired, and we thus see mediums of different 
kinds. ‘The psychic prayer resulting in effigacy, mag- 
netic cure, lucidity—past, present, and future, and 
occultism of all kinds, come within the domain of the 
subtile body which is evolved in the cases of trance, 
dream, somnambulism, and clairvoyance, but may 
merge into a brain life unless the subtile body eventu- 
ally displaces the natural body. Hence great care 
ought to be taken in receiving and accepting what is 
taught. What may be apparently inspirational may 
not be really inspiritional, unless the teaching is 
entirely free from the grossness of the natural body. 
The medium is nothing but the channel. The controll- 
ing spirit is the real instructor. Now it is not every 
controlling spirit that can teach us alike. It is true 
that the spirit is not in the natural body, but the mere 


fact of the spirit being in the subtile body, does not 


raise him to a high sphere or ensure his high spiritual 
clevation. The more the subtile body approaches the 
soul, the more soul essence it acquires. What the 
spirits of Bacon, Swedenborg, Newton, Theodore 
Parker, John Howard, Yajnavalkya, Sukadeva, Janaka 
and Astäbakra may teach, will be of an ennobling 
nature; but we cannot expect that the same instruc- 
tion will be obtained from undeveloped spirits whose 
terrestrial career has not been such as to have in any 
way frecd their souls here from fleshly bondage. 
Spiritualism is in pair to materialism. We 
have first the brain life, which life is entirely for the 
body. The brain is ramified throughout the body, and 
is the nourisher and sustainer of its different parts. 
The brain is mental, inasmuch as it is the receptacle 
and diffuser of the different emotions for which it is 
departmentally fitted. The limited love and intellect 
which the brain shows, it borrows from the confined 
soul. The formation of character arises from the 
direction of this love and intellect to objects mundane 
or super-mundane. Whatever may be the object or 
pursyit in this life, the life to come must be always 


66 THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK. 


before us, without which the incentive to elevate our- 
selves is weakened. The more this life is assimilated 
to the life to come, the more we are prepared for that 
life, 

Man possessing the brain life, moving and having 
his being in it, is naturally an external being. Ilis 
knowledge and fecling are from his brain ard the parts 
of the body dependent on it. IIe rises gradually, As 
thoughts are less external and more internal, he realizes 
the spiritual clement. 

The love of the external is so predominant, that even 
many of those who believe in Spiritualism are forced 
to confine their study, in the firat instance, to what is 
called phenomenal Spiritualism, viz., communication 
with the spirits, what then their shape, drapery, weight 
are, what kind of force they exercise, what articles 
they bring, and the answers to the questions I ut to 
them. This is nothing but natural and quite in ac- 
cordance with the order of thirga. We kad here a 
Mahomedan medium named Hossain Khan, who could 
abstract diamond rings, however carefully concealed, 
could bring meat and confectionery in lonely places, 
place before us bottles of brandy all of a sudden, and 
give copies of letters hidden under a pillow. These 
pietam were no doubt suggestive of higher ideas, 

ut in many cases they were looked upon as finalitics. 
Hence Spiritualism has been regarded as“ Bhiitvidya ” 
or magic and jugglery. Subjective Spiritualism refers 
only to the eubtile body and cur progression through 
that body. Spirits have a diversity of occuration. 
Some spirits act on the nervous system and thus work 
on, to evolve the subtile body. This is very much like 
the “ yaga ” exerciec, which consists in having control 
oyer the breath and in quiet meditation on God aa the 
light of the soul. Other spirits by higher will-force 
develop tho subtile body sooner, as is evidenced in the 
case of Andrew Jackson Davis. It takes longer timo 
to evolve the subtilo body by the“ yoga” cxercise. 
The action of the spirit-force on the nervous or natural 
body effects the object sooner. I have lately written a 
spiritual novel in Bengali, entitled“ Adhyatmika,” 
intended for the Hindu temales, from which I will give 
a f-w extracts freely. 

The real power requiring invigoration is the will 
power, “ Yoga” is of two kinds, internal and external. 
‘The internal “ yoga” consists in meditating quietly on 
the invisible light above and distinct from the brain in 
us, This gia dally leacs to the extinction of the ex- 
ternal knowledge, the dispersion of the darkness inherent 
in the brain life, and the radiation of the inner light 
in the subtile body. The external “ yoga” is the sup- 
pression of the breath and acquisition of supremacy 
over it. Tho one helps the other. As we acquire 
greater power over the body, we approach the soul re- 

ion, our thonghts are not confined to this world, nor 
do our motives proceed from the brain life—self, and 
self is absorbed in the inner life or subtile body, when 
caternalism ceases. It may be asked what is the use 
cf Spiritualism ? I have already stated that as long as 
the brain life or external life exists, our knowledge and 
motives are from the senses and the limited power of 
the brain or mind, We are thus external beings, Our 
conception of God and his infinity is external or limited, 
and with reference to this limited knowledge, we form 
sects, propound dogmas, and operate on the fear of men 
to gam followers, Creeds cannot therefore be of 
material service in preparing us for the next world. 
Tho greatest object in this life is to heighten our con- 
coption of God fs much as we can. Unfortunately we 
form our ideas of God by the human standard, and 
this we cannot help doing as long as we are in the 
brain life. As far as we can see, there is nothing but 
Spiritualism which can enable us to go on enhancing 
our conception of God, To think of God we must be 
on tho platform from which we can rightly think of 
him, —that platform is pot the mind, but the soul. We 
have to raiso ourselves on a non-molecylar region—on 
a region distinct from this molecular world, where 


there is no desiring, no sorrowing, no mourning, no 
joying, no materialising ; where there are no phenome- 
nal states, but pure quietism and pure effulgence 
onnobling the subtile body and brightening it up for 
the soul state. In this way our Rishis promoted their 
soul culture. In this way Fenelon and Madame Guyon 
reached quictinm, ‘The inner lifo is sometimes wit- 
nessed all of a sudden. It was witnessed by De Quincey 
and Captain Marryat. ‘The subtile body is not in 
every case free from mortal taint, and this constitutes 
the distinction between developed and undeveloped 
spirits. ‘The Aryas say that those who abandon the 
society of mortals and live on God, are glorified and 
illuminated with divine light. Christ has aid the same 
thing—* Verily, verily I say unto you, unless a man be 
born again, he cannot inherit the kingdom of Heaven,” 
The second birth is the purified subtile body or the soul 
life, ‘The attainment of the subtile body is our first 
education, and when this is done, let us prepare our- 
selves for the soul life. To be in the subtile body is 
tantamount to death, as we cease to receive whatever 
is sensational or emotional; but as the love principle 
gocs on increasing, we think of those whom we leave 
behind when we dic, and endeavour to help them 
spiritually if we are clevated, knowing that spiritual 
assistance is higher than any worldly aid, though in 
certain cases the latter is rendered. 

` Spiritualism, whether willingly studied and practised 
or not, is foreed on us through pain and affliction. Ihe 
God of spirit is the God of infinite goodness. His 
providence is in raising every being and diffusing hap- 
piness to every one here and hereafter 

When God is in our soul as light—light of wisdom 
and light of love,—let us worship him “ in truth and 
spirit.“ Let us cease to pray in words, although this 
may be necessary to the uninitiated. Plotinus said 
“ Jo die is to live tho true life,” Proclus said “ Know 
the divinity that is within you, that you may know the 
divine one of which your eoul is but a ray.” The 
dying words of Plotinus are “Iam striving to bring 
the God which is in us into harmony with the Ciod 
which is in the universe.“ What tho Neoplatonists 
have taught was inculcated by the Indian sages. Our 
mission is to know God—not in words, not through the 
mind by its limited intellectual power, but to realise 
God as the light of wisdom and the light of love in tho 
soul, the non-material and non-molecular substance, the 
mirror of divine effulgence. 

To a person suffering from the pangs of bereavement, 
anything addressed to the soul must be soothing; but 
what can be more soothing than direct communication 
with the departed friend? ‘Those who are shrouded in 
materialism and have not enquired, will naturally laugh 
at those who talk of communication with the dead, 
This was not only believed and taught in ancient India, 
but there aro millions of persons who have accepted 
Spiritualism, and among them there are many eminent 
persons in several countries. As to the modus operandi 
for opening communication with the departed friends, 
I subjoin a letter I received from Judge Edmonds :— 


CHEONDEROGA, oN Lake Grorce. July 29th, 1801. 


Dean Sim, 

Yours of the *th of May reached me only lately, partly be- 
canse of my having tetive early in the summer to my cottage 
among the mountains, where away from tho bustle of city lifo 
for a while, I can hayo time to pouder a moment on the sublime 
truths now being revealed to ur. 

The interest of those truths is increasing daily, yct like all 
God's teachings they come to us in the most simple form, and 
80 e as to be within the reach of even the commonest 
minds. 

The most simple form that we lave exporionced in this 
country—the A $ C, as it were, of our New Senoor—is by 
tho rapping and table tipping. Yet in this form comes tho 
romarkable phenomenon of “inanimate matter, moving with- 
out mortal contact and displaying intelligence, —a marvel, it 
spon to me, as grent as any recorded in the annale of man- 
kind, 

This must of course be done by somo power outride of 
ourselves, and yet we have much to do with it—at least to the 
extent of putting ourselves in a condition to receive it and 
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aiding it to come to us. If we want to converse in English 
or French, wo must bo where English or French are spoken, 
and so if wo wish to have tho manifestation of spirit-com- 
munion we must place ourselves in a sitzation to have it 
come. 

It is not to be in a crowd, amid the turmoil of human pas- 
sions, but quictly and retired—* the world shut out.“ Not in a 
sneering or cavilling temper, but calmly and honestly seeking 
truth and nothing else. Not for mere selfish gratification of an 
idle whim or curiosity, but earnestly realizing that we are com- 
maning with the dead. 

With such feelings, let from 3 to 6 or 7 persons get together 
at twilight hour, when the turmoil of the day is over, and 
sit together in a circle, with hands joined all round and in 
silence. 

In these few words is contained the whole direction of the 
mode in which the conumunion is brought about. 

But even this is not always sure of success, nor will the 
manifestation always come at once. Sometimes there is an 
entire failure and sometimes we have to wait quite a while, but 
most generally it will come first or last. 

When it comes in this form, your communion will be by 
apelling out words from the alphabet. For instance, when you 
observe the table to move, express a wish that it may move 3 
times for Yes and once for No. Or if you hear the raps, have 
the wish uttered that 3 raps may bo Yes and ono No; and then 
call the alphabet, letter by letter, until the signal for Yes is 
given at tho particular letter, when you write that down and 
begin the alphabet again and go through again until the next 
letter is indicated, and so on until you get words and sen- 
tences. 

It was in this manner the communion was begun with us, 
and you will be surprised as we were at the ease with which 
you will concert as a set of signals with tho intelligence that 
will be dealing with you, and which will meet you more than 
half way. Almost overy circle has its own modus operandi. 
In Spain I was told of a novel mode. The alphabet was re- 
duced to 21 letters, and each letter was numbered, and the legs 
of a table were numbered 1, 2, 3, 4—If leg No. 1 moved it was 
A. If leg No. 4 moved it was D. If legs tand moved it was 
G, and so on. 

The particular form of the communion is not, however, of so 
much moment. The important thing is to procuro a manifes- 
tation of the prosence of the power, for as soon as you get that, 
you will find no difliculty in devising a mode of going farther 
and making it available. And in regard to bringing the power 
around you, everything depends on the disposition and mood of 
mind of the circle. 

Some get frightened, some are afraid of being laughed at 
some, unimpressed with the solemnity of tho occasion, indulge 
in frivolity—some get excited with the bare possibility of its 
being a verity, and some will be selfish enough to destroy all 
harmony in the circle, and all these are unfavorable conditions, 
and often retard and not unfrequently prevent any manifesta- 
tion. The most proper state of mind is one of harmony and 
devotion, and singing and prayer are always found to be con- 
ducire to that. 

Oh! how glad our departed friends are to avail themselves 
of this, to them, new mode of once again visiting the dear ones 
left bel-ind, and how pained they often are at the trifling and 
irreverent manner in which their advont to us is welcomed! 
and how often do they turn sadly away at the impatience that 
will not wait until the conditions can be prepared ! 

Ignorant ourselves of what those conditions are, we are 
often unconscious of the impediments wo ourselves put in 
their way; and for this, persistent patience is the great re- 
medy. 

Tt will be quite out of my power to give you “ directions as to 
the selection of the mediums.” Were I with you, I could 
perhaps say of the persons present who would most likely be a 
medium, but not otherwise. 

You will have to try your circles until you find one, and 
when you do find one, he or she may be developed in a form 
quite unlike anything I have alluded to. 

But here agnin I repeat the remark, that as soon as you ob- 
serve tho presence of the power, whetever its form, you will 
have no difficulty in opening communion with it. 

When I return to town, I will try to send you some publica- 
tion that may aid you, for we have many a one now in our 
libraries. 

Wishing you every success in your pursuit of this true 
knowledge, which so purifies and cnnobles the soul, T subscribe 
myself, very truly yours, J. W. EDMONDS. 

To P. C. Mrrrra, Esq. 


I have since found that any one praying and ntg 
quietly with slate or papcr and pencil in hand, an 

thinking of the departed friend, is gradually developed 
as amedium. He must not will to move his hand, but 
it will be moved by the controlling spirit. At first 
dots and strokes will be formed and replies to questions 
given. Sometimes instructions will be given. In my 
family there are several writing mediums. After 
prayer we have had sometimes writing on the slate, 


from the spirit of one of my sons, which was of a very 
soothing nature, and the instruction of my son who 
was a Brahmo was to dedicate ourselves to God, as thero 
was no other means to elevate ourselves or to enjoy 
true felicity. 

The rapid sale of my “ Spiritual Stray Leaves“ is a 
convincing proof of the growing appreciation of Spiri- 
tualism in India. Efforts are being made by certain 
friends interested in Spiritualism to get a practised 
medium from England, which will take time. An 
European brother Spiritualist (who will be happy to 
give further particulars of other experiences to any 
earnest investigator,) sent a letter to the under-men- 
tioned medium under seal to the address of the spirit of 
hismother. This letter was not opened. It has come 
back with a reply to every question from the spirit of 
the lady who died five and thirty years ago, and the 
reply bears internal evidence of her identity. 

Mr. Mansfield, test medium, 61, West 42nd Street, 
New York, U.S. A., charges a fee of 3 dollars, 15 cents, 
which should be remitted to him with the letter. 
Another friend has sent a letter to Mr. Mansfield to 
the address of his father’s spirit. We are waiting for 
the reply. The European brother Spiritualist above 
referred to is Mr. J. G. Meugens, Member of Messrs. 
W. Moran and Co., of this city, whose letter published 
since in the“ Banner of Light” of the 22nd ultimo is 
reproduced :— 

“I wish to bear testimony to the mediumship of Mr. J. V. 
Mansfield, of New York. Mr. Mansfield is an absolute stranger 
to me, and all I knew of him was from what I had seen re- 
ported in your paper. I wrote a letter to my mother, who 
has been in spirit-life over thirty years, asking her a number 
of questions that only my mother could answer; and this letter 
I putin a thick envelope, which I carefully gummed, and 
sealed, and addressed: To my Mother. I enclosed it in a note 
to Mr. Mansfield, simply asking him to let me have a reply if he 
could get one. Last mail brought mea communication from 
the doctor, returning my letter addressed to my mother, with 
the seal unbroken, and in precisely the same condition that I 
sent it, together with a long reply purporting to come from my 
mother, addressing me by my Christian name, which Mr. 
Mansfield could have no means of knowing, and which is a 
very uncommon one, and answering every one of the questions 
put to her. I have met with a g Hod many tests during my 
investigations when in England, but I do not know of any 
more convincing than this, 

“ I wish we hada good medium of Mr. Maasfield’s stamp 
out here, for in that case possibly we might manage to excite 
a little intelligent interest in this grand philosophy, for it is 
lamentable to witness the utter ignorance and apathy dis- 
played toward the subject in this part of the world. 

“The receipt of your Banner of Light’ is the event of the 
week to me, and is all the spiritual food obtainable. Yours 
for the truth, J. G. MevGens. 

“ 3, Church Lane, Calcutta, March 24th, 1880.“ 

My friend, Baboo Poorna Chunder Mokerjea, Soli- 
citor of the High Court, has received from the spirit 
of his brother a reply to his letter sent to Mr. Mans- 
ficld. The letter was not opencd. ‘The reply is on the 
whole satisfactory, but to obtain conclusive proof as 
to the identity of the spirit, he is going to send another 
message. Other friends are about to place themselves 
in communication with Mr. Mansfield. 

[The author gives a list of mediums and works on 
Spiritualism, after which he thus concludes :—] 

There are a great many metaphysical, theological 
works, and works on Buddhism and on the ancient 
literature of India, which are well worth reading. 
They are to be found in the Calcutta Public Library. 

I have briefly shown the inestimable value of Spiri- 
tualism. It is the best education we can have for the 
after-life. The higher our conception of God is, the 
higher is our conception of his infinitude, the higher 
is our conception of his wisdom and love, the higher is 
our light within, To appreciate and realize the di- 
vine light within us, it is of the pane importance 
that the power of the soul shrouded by fleshly bondage 
should be developed. As we progress, we open our 
communication with the spirit world; as we progress 
towards the subtile body, by “ yoga” or spiritual agency 
mediumship is less needed. Being in the subtile body 
we sce ourgdeparted friends, but when the subtile body 
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merges in the soul or divine essence, we are in the 
state described by Yagnavalkya and Manu :— 

“Delighted with meditating on the Supreme Spirit 
sitting fixed on such meditation, without necding any- 
thing earthly, let him live in this world secking the 
bliss of the next.”—YAGNAVALKYA. 

“ Delighted with meditating on the Supreme Spirit, 
sitting fixed on such meditation, without needing any- 
thing earthly, without one sensual desire, without any 
companion but his own soul, let him live in this world 
seeking the bliss of the next.”—Manv. 

“The truly wise, twice regenerated, who live in 
constant meditation of God, can be defiled by nothing 
m this world. 

“Virtue is always pure, and he is virtue. 

„Charity is always pure, and he is charity. 

„Prayer is always pure, and he is always prayer. 

„Good is always pure, and he is good. 

“The divine essence is always pure, and he is a 
portion of the divine essence. 

„The sun's ray is always pure, and he is like a 
sun that vivifies all around it. 

“Even his death defiles not, for death is for the 
sage twice regenerated, a second birth in the bosom 
of Brahma.” 

The ‘state preceding the “Samadhi” or soul state 
is thus. described by Manu (vi.)— 

“Let him thus by such suppression of breath, burn 
away his offences; by reflecting intensely on the steps 
of ascent to beatitude, let him destroy sin; by coercing 
his members, let him restrain all sensual attachments; 
by meditating on the intimate union of his own soul 
and the divine essence, let him extinguish all qualities 
repugnant to the nature of God. Thus having grad- 
ually abandoned all earthly attachments and indifferent 
to all pairs of opposite things as honour and dishonour 
and the like, he remains absorbed in the diyine essence. 
Content, returning good for evil, resistence to sensual 
appetites, abstinence from illicit gain, purification, co- 
ercion of the organs, knowledge of scriptures, knowledge 
of the Supreme. Spirit, veracity, and freedom from 
wrath, form their tenfold system of duties. 

te Alone, in some solitary place, let him constantl 
meditate on the divine nature of the soul, for by — 
meditation, he will attain happiness, Thus the man 
who perceives in his own soul the Supreme soul pre- 
sent in all creatures, acquires equanimity towards 
them all, and shall be absorbed at last in the highest 

ssence even that of the Almighty himself.” 

Thisisthe Hindu—this is the Arya— this is the 
Brahma Dharma, based on the soul illumination that 
God and God alone is the infinite Corrector, Educator, 
Purifier and Elevator, and not the Punisher, and that 
our real saviour is our soul, through which we can only 
enlarge our knowledge of God. To understand the 
porn ence of God rightly, we must know the soul. 

heosophy is therefore the end—“ yoga ” and Spiritual- 
ism are the means. They are allied to each other 
inasmuch as they both aim at the development of the 
subtile body or psychic powers. No human being can 
be godly without the deyelopment of the inner life. 

I rejoice that my most esteemed friend Debendro- 
nath Tagore, the “Pradhana Acharya” of the Adi 
Brahmo Somaj, has been toiling for years to diffuse 
“ Brahmadharma ” as taught in the Vedas, Upanishads 
and Darsanas. His discourses and works are mere 
expositions, but his highest teaching is like the teach- 
ing of the Rishis, the teaching of the soul. All honour 
be to him! All honour also be to Brother Colonel 
Olcott and the venerable Madame Blavatsky for their 
most praiseworthy labours to prove that the West 
should receive light from the Mast, and not the East 
from the West. 

In the words of the Vrihad-Aranyakam Upanishad, 
let us pray: Lord! lead us from the unreal to the real 
region, from the dark to the bright region, from the 
mortal to the immortal region, that we may be blessed 
with thy benign effulgence within us, 
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THE AMERICAN EDITOR AT LARGE. 


The mention of Mr. Mausſield's mediumship, in Mr. 
Mittra's Essay, suggests tous the propriety of quoting the 
following offer from the“ Banner of Light.” Professor 
Brittan, one of the ablest and most experienced writers on 
Spiritualism, is wisely retained by the Spiritualists of Amer- 
ica, to write attractive and instructive articles on Spiritualism, 
in the leading newspapers of the country. By this means 
excellent articles on our Cause, are perused by thousauds of 
intelligent readers, who would otherwise remain in ignorance 
of the teachings thus given. That Spiritualists on this side 
may aid in this work, we quote as follows, and hope at some 
future time to repriut in these columns, one of Professor 
Brittan's able articles written in his capacity of Editor at 
Large, 


A Mosr GENEROUS PROPOSITION. 

Mr. J. V. Mansfield, of world-wide reputation as a test 
writing medium for spirits (otherwise known as the Spiritual 
Postmaster) will, during a period of two months, from Janu- 
ary 22 to March 22, 1481, answer sealed letters for the benefit 
of the Brittan Secular Press Fund. Persons who have not 
hitherto subscribed to this fund may forward any sum, pro- 
vided it is not less than Dr. Mansfield’s usual fee of 3 dols., and 
an addition of 25 cents in postage stamps, together with a 
sealed letter to the subscriber. 

The sealed letters will be answered at the curliest conve- 
nience ; the 3 dols., or more, accompanying each letter will be 
entirely devoted to the Editor-at-Large work, the 25 cents be- 
ing required for postage on the correspondence. Should the 
liberal spirit manifested by Bro. Mansticld prove to bo con- 
tagious (as we hope it may)! among Spiritualists of largo 
means and lucrative business, we may expect to witness a 
speedy and indefinite expansion of the good work already in- 
augurated. All communications elicited by this proposal 
ih be addressed, Dr. S. Brittan, 165, East 49th Street, New 
York. 


FLOWER DREAMS, AND A NEW 
INCARNATION. 


„Natur schafft ewig neue Gestalten; was da ist, war noch 
nie, was war, kommt nicht wieder. Sie ist die einzige Ktinst- 
lerin; aus dem simpelsten Stoff zu den grossten Contrasten, 
zu der grossten Vollendung. Sic verwandelt sich ewig, und 
ist kein Moment Stillstehen in ihr. Ihre Krone ist die Liebe.“ 

Nature is eternally producing new forms; that which is, 
never was before, and what once was, never returns. Sho is 
the only artist; bringing forth the most striking contrasts 
from the simplest material, and leading up to the greatest 
perfection. She changes herself eternally, and with her thero 
is no standing still. Her crown is love. GOETHE. 


A soul clairvoyant reads the mystic leaves 

Writ by the highest Soul on all that breathes, 

Sees sights that other eyes can never see, 

Hears solemn music sounding o'er life's sea, 

And feels within the heart a love divino 

For beauty's charms, drunken with love's strong wine. 


Last eve I saw beside the stream 
A glorious lily like a dream, 
Not a golden one but white, 
And its petals soft and pale 
Shaken by the evening gale, 
I know not why, brought strango delight. 
Deep within its calyx pure 
Beats a heart both warm and sure, 
And unseen I heard a voice 
Sweetly singing, not to me, 
Songs of hidden mystery, 
But they made my heart rejoice. 


“Tam of that race of flowers 

Come to earth from Sol's bright bowers, 
And I feel the hour is near 

When a new and loftier birth 

Shall give a higher nobler worth, 
Give mo a human soul so doar. 


Magic dreams of human love 
Seem to whisper from above, 
Lo! I feel the sacred hour 
Of my birth, foretold of old 
In the early age of gold, 
Has come at last, with mystic power. 


I shall have a beating heart 
Which I frecly can impart, 

I shall live and I shall love 
As the maidens of the carth 
Tn a new self conscious birth 

Resting on the heart above. 


Progress is the law we follow, 
All things have a brighter morrow, 
Consciousness and love are near, 
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Ancient prophecies are truc, 
All things are at last made new, 
This hidden truth I sce quite clear.” 


And then the lily ceased, as ceased a voice 
Long loved, whose accents ever said “rejoice ; ” 
Dim night was near, and Venus ever blest 
Rose in the Hesperean gardens of the west, 
While holy silence fell from sunset's glow, 
Shedding soft balm for every human woe ; 
A mighty change was breathing o'er the earth, 
Love was reborn, and all things had new birth. 
I gazed upon my lily near the stream, 
My gorgeous lily lately wrapt in dream, 
And as I gazed a change was brought, 
A genesis till now unthought: 
Forth from that calyx pure and white 
Stepped out a maiden to my sight, 
A maiden like that lily fair, 
With glowing eyes deep large and rare, 
Graceful, as was that lily form, 
But living flesh and life-blood warm, 
Her flowing hair like molten gold 
Fell round her form in many a fold. 
Forth stepped sho from that golden heart 
Within the flower, herself a part 
Of that great Soul which throbs above 
With pulsing streams of subtlest love, 
Whence we inbreathe all thoughts that glow 
With love intense to cure earth's woe ; 
Forth stepped she, a new Venns bright 
Like her who scaward rose to light, 
And throned in Grecian fanes on high 
By myriad names is worshipped ‘neath our sky. 
And this pale Venus, Lady of new birth, 
Sublimest thought incarnate yet on earth, 
Came smiling even to me with open arme, 
White robed and clad with purest virtuc’s charms, 
And took me to her bosom asa sign 
Of that new life, which makes those few divine 
Who open out their hearts to angel love, 
And breathe the inner breath that angels breathe above; 
And thus she spoke in accents soft and clear, 
With tones till then unheard by mortal ear. 
“ Brother—lover, we aro one, 
All the earthly griefs are done, 
In the heaven within my breast 
You shall rest—love and rest, 
Never more shall thoughts unkind 
Vind an entrance to our inind. 


One with God through love to me, 
Our mutual love, IIeaven's mystery; 
Only through a love like our's 

Can mortals know the Higher Powers. 
God in Woman— God in Man, 

Reveals Him only as love can; 

Fanes and temples are too cold, 
Creeds and churches are too old, 

Only love of two in one 

Can reveal the Eternal One. 


Hail then this new, this age of gold, 

In ancient times foureseen—forctuld 

By Prophet, Saint and Poet wiso, 

Now manifest to mortal eyes. 

I come, the dawn of higher life, 

An angel Goddess yet a wife, 

Come to lead on the eternal years 

In which are banished death and fears, 
When Joy and Love shall reign at last, 
And all old sorrows shall be past. 


Oh! not for ever was our earth 
Fated to roll through years of gloom, 
All those who love shall find love’s birth 
Eternal in a vernal bloom.” 
Twas said of old, not understood, 
That “God is love,” yet years of blood 
And anguish waited carth and man, 
Cast lurid light oer God's great plan; 
But now tis ended, and no more 
Despair shall brood o'er earth's blest shore, 
Earth floating down tho purple light, 
Auroral dawns shall make all bright, 
And we, the first born of new time, 
Shall lead the choir of love sublime! 
Lucerne, 1881. A. J. C. 


Goethe was aware of the highest state produced by 
love, and clearly saw that it is only through human 
love that the soul on earth can attain to the true spiri- 
tual and divine love, in which all selfishness is extin- 
guished. Union with God—an atom with the whole 
seems an impossibility; we know nothing of God 
except by his works, including the soul therein, and 


ean only worship him through union with and love of 
his highest incarnated thought, Man and Woman. No 
doubt this earth union is symbolical of some higher 
subtler and mysterious union in the higher spheres. 
Goethe in the following extract from his “ Elegie” 
beautifully expresses the effect of love in absorbing one 
being in another, and he identifies this effect with the 
feeling of true piety. This love indeed scems to be the 
highest worship possible to Humanity, as conditioned 
in the phenomenal world of earth. If it were practised, 
the mutual self sacrifice which is its essence, would 
cause all evil to cease, and the kingdom of God would 
come to earth. 

In unsers Busens Reine wogt ein Streben, 

Sich einem Hihern, Reinern Unbekannten 

Aus Dankbarkeit freiwillig hinzugeben, 

Euträthselnd sich den ewig Unbekannten; 

Wir heissen's: fromm seyn! Solcher seligen Höhe 

Fühl ich mich theilhaft, wenn ich vor Ihr * stehe.” 

Thus Englished, 

Within our deepest heart we feel desire 

Freely to give ourselves to somo High Power 

Unknown, in thankfulness for love's puro fire, 

And thus attain union with that Power ; 

We call this fecling “ Picty,” and now, this blest delight 

I feel within my soul when I behold my love—my light. 

Victor Hugo says, 

“ Quand amour a fondu et mél* deux êtres dans une unité 
angélique et sacrée, le sccret de la vie est trouvé pour eux; 
ils ne sont plus que les deux termes d'une mêine destinéo; ils 
ne sont plus que les deux ailes d'une mêmo esprit. Aimez, 
plane: 

Translation. 

When lovo has melted and mingled two beings in one an- 
gelie and sacred unity, tho secret of life has been found fer 
them; they aro now the two terms of one and the same destiny; 
they are the two wings of one spirit. Jovo and aspire. 

Jean Reynaud in his very remarkable work “ Terre et 
Ciel” gives utterance to the following views on the sub- 
ject of the androgynous angelic nature: 

“ Soek not in man solitary rad alono that microcosm, a 
miniature of the universe of which the ancient philosopher 
spoke: it is not there. It is in tho androgynous couple, and 
not inthe individual that this divine abridgement is to be 
found, for the antinomics can only operate and agree in such a 
duality ; and it is through duality and not through unity that 
the plenitude of life arises. Such is the foundation of tho 
mystery of androgyny, which is now only beginning to dawn 
upon the carth, and which in spite of the developments which 
it experiences from age to age, in proportion to the progress of 
the human race, has been as yet revealed to us by shadows 
only; but like all blessings here below, which are being grad- 
ually ineroased, and in the depth of which shines a ray of infinity, 
must not this also naturally receive, in the course of existences 
beyond the earth, all the perfections of which it is capable. 

ee . „Le Ciel.” 

Th. Gautier in his work “ Spirite” says, 

„then knew what I had previously suspected. We wero 
predestined tho one for the other. One souls formed the celes- 
tial couple, which joined together, make the angel.” 

Lamartine in“ Raphael“ says, 

“ Thero is a God! there is an oternal love of which our's is 
Unt one drop. We shall let it dissolve together in that divino 
ocean from which it was drawn. ‘This ocean is God! I have 
seon him, I have felt him, I have understood him, in this mom- 
ont ot my happiness! Raphael, it is no longer you that I love ! 
it is no longer me that you love! it is God which wo both 
henceforth adore! You through me! I through you! You 
and I through these tears of bliss which reveal and yet con- 
ceal the immortal focus of onr hearts!“ 

Whoever has read the Christian mystics, such as 
Suso, Tauler and others, knows how with them, as 
with the cloistered or shut up nuns and monks of the 
early middle ages, the feelings of worship to God 
always took the shape and adopted the language of 
love of man to woman and woman to man. With the 
nuns, God was Jesus, their young and beautiful bride- 
groom; with men the woman Mary became actually 
the divine Une worshipped : the abstract God, of whom 
we know nothing, disappears altogether from both 
heart and intellect. 

When Dante imagined he was worshipping the 
“ divina sapientia,’ his worship really was for the 
woman Beatrice, whose love as he himself says “ im- 
paradised his heart.” 


( Lili, his beloved.) 
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THE 'TALEBEARER. 
By tne Rey. Tuomas ALEXANDER, M.A. 


[This article is from“ The Quiver,” a magazine for 
Sunday reading, published by Cassel, Petter, and Gal- 
pin. Weekly, price 1d; monthly parts, 6d.] 

“The words of a talebearer are as wounds, "—Pnov. xviii. 8. 

Turer are other ways of “ doing murder” than by the use of 
the cord, the knifo, or the poison: and, short of death, how 
much ovil may be wrought on a man! The acutest pain is not 
always that which has its seat in the body; but very many are 
brought down with sorrow to their grave by the unseen yet 
barbed and poisoned arrows which stick fast in the soul. The 
words of a talebearer are as wounds.” 

If an accurate estimate could be made of all the wreck and 
suffering of this world, it would be found, in our opinion, that 
war docs not take the heaviest share to itself. War has its 
alleviations: it has its fierce joys and its pomp and circum- 
stance---what men call glory, War is not perpetual. The 
gates of the Temple of Janus have been shut: but from “ the 
words of the talehearer” you have no cessation: to them there 
is no alleviation. In a fair stand-up fight you may vanyuish 
your enemy and feel that you have finally made an end of 
him. With the talebearer you cannot grapple: he fights you 
at a distance, in the darkness; he stabs you as you sleep, or 
from behind. He follows you everywhere: cats with you from 
your own dish, and then lifts up his heel against you. Besides, 
he is usually so weak, wretched, and worthless a thing, that 
you cannot even grasp him hard, for fear of causing the 
annihilation that is ever so near him: you can only suffer 
silently, and possess your soul in patience. “Have you heard 
the news?” he breathlessly begins. A said to me that he 
heard B say to C, that you were heard saying “—saying some- 
thing. Or you are speaking to the talebcarer, or to some one 
in his presence, about a fricnd. He overhears part of your 
utterance, and immediately he is off to your friend with the 
intelligence of what you said, or did not say, of him“ behind 
his back.” He puts all his own ignorance and malice in his 
report—not one grain of your kindliness, humour, and genuine 
love for your friend—and the deed is done. The poison is in 
the “ wound” which “ the words of the talebearer“ have made, 
and you have one friend fewer, one enemy more, than you had 
in this world. 

But that is only the source of the waters of wrath. “Crescit 
cundo.” The river grows, and gathers strength and bitterness, 
as it flows on from mouth to mouth, and man to man. “The 
beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water ;” and it is 
only “ where there is no talebearer that the strife ceaseth.” 

The talebearcr is, almost of necessity, a liar. His tale is 
usually a reported one, and he makes no effort to sift its truth- 
fulness, and to scparate the false from the true. He is careful 
to inform you that he is not the originator, but simply the 
repeater or reporter of the story, and that he tells it you 
“ exactly as it was told to him.“ He has lost part of the facts, 
however, by the way; docs not repeat others; gives emphasis 
to such places as are capable of being made to look very black, 
and there he leaves it, and you, with a comfortable sense of 
having discharged a painful duty; he has been “ faithful,” and 
having sown the tares, he goes to sleep till they grow: and 
they do grow, very rapidly. 

At other times he is unusually earnest: he has scen and 
heard himself. This time there can be no doubt, for he is the 
witness. “ You may take my word for it, he actually did say 
so aud so; I give you his very words; I could swear to them, 
if need were.” Very likely, and yet in such a case there may 
be, and often is, the biggest and the blackest lie of all. For 
there are so many things that a man, who is even willing to 
report honestly and truthfully, cannot report. There are the 
circumstances out of which the conversation grew: there is the 
whole scope and drift of that which preceded and followed: 
thero is the tone of voice, look, manner, each shading of which 
varies the meaning of words; there is, above all, the feeling in 
the heart of the speaker, which hardly ever is at any one time 
all conveyed by any onc statement, and the part left behind 
unexpressed might, and most probably would, have changed 
the aspect of all the rest; und if you add, as you always ought, 
the ignorance and the malice of the talebearer, where and what 
is “ the truth“ which could be sworn to? 

It adds unspeakably to the poignancy of the " wounds” 
caused by the “ words” of the talebearer that usually he has so 
little else to carry than “ tales.“ Of his own, beyond colouring 
matter, and a little of the inventive faculty, lie has most com- 
monly next to nothing. In other respects he is frequently a 
harmless sort of creature, like the fly that will settle on your 
face, and which is sufficient to keep you awake. He does not 
always mean to make strife, only he must talk, and in the utter 
absence of other presentable materials, he is driven to that fre- 
quent refuge of the destitute—talebearing, There is a world 
of meaning in these two lines ot Thomas Hood's, that— 

Evil is wrought by the want of thought 
As well as by want of heart.“ 

If there wero fewer that listened to idle tales, there would 
be fewer talebearers in the world. But men not only listen to 
the tattle of the talebearer, they believe him, and in many cases 
act upon his utterances. It is astonishing what disregard men 


show for the simplest, most ordinary, and most obvious laws of 
evidence, when the talebearer is in question. If the veriest 
blackguard is haled from tho street, brought into the presence 
of a magistrate, charged with the paltricst offence, and a sworn 
witness against him begins by saying— Mr. A B told me ” 
“ Stop, sir,” says the magistrate; “what Mr. A B told you is 
not evidence. Bring Mr. A B here, and let him tell that him- 
self. Be good enough, sir, to confine yourself to what you 
yourself saw and know.” And, observe, all this must bo said 
and done before the person accused. Behind his back, abso- 
lutely nothing can go on. At cach stage he must be permitted 
to examine and cross-examine the witness, add explanations, 
call other witnesses to bring out all the facts of the case, and 
then reply on the whole evidence, before even committal can 
be arrived at. But the talebearer puts himself in the witness- 
box: the accused party is absent and ignorant of the whole 
transaction; the talebearer is not sworn, often not examined 
nor cross-examined: no witnesses are heard for the defence, no 
explanations are asked, no corroborative evidence demanded : 
the other party constitutes himself judge and jury, rapidly 
sums up, gives judgment, passes sentence, and immediately 
orders execution. And sometimes this sentence so arrived at 
is “ death death to all friendship between him and me: “I 
shall neyer speak to him again.“ Death; let the sentence be 
executed without delay. How often has this most monstrous 
and summary proceeding been gone through in the reader's 
own experience ! 

Every honest man should set himself to the putting down of 
these pests of society. They should be hunted out, and exter- 
minated, as the vilest of vermin. Men should combine, and go 
in league against them, as they do against vipers, snakes, and 
the whole serpent tribe. Traps, gins, and snares, should be 
set for their feet, as for wild beasts and foxes. And the method 
of procedure is simple. Take it from another of those wise 
proverbs given to us by God: “ Where no wood is, there the fire 
gocth out.“ The fire will be cfiectially extinguished without 
the necessity of water, if only you stop the supply of the fuel. 
Cease to listen to the talebearer, and his fire will go out: his 
* wounds ” and his words“ will be harmless. Cease to listen, 
or cease to give credence: hear as if you heard not: pass on to 
other matters; go clean over him and his tale, and forget it 
utterly. He who adds fuel to the fire by repeating the tale of 
the talebearer is only a shadow less guilty than he who origi- 
nated it. Lord, who shall abide in Thy tabernacle? who 
shall dwell in Thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and 
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. 
Ile that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor docth evil to his 
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against bis neighbour.” 
Ile that backbiteth not with his tongue;“ i.e., he who is no 
talebearer. But there is another side to it: “nor taketh up a 
reproach against his neighbour.” If there were fewer men to 
“take up” the evil reproach, there would bo fewer to make it 
up, and fewer to carry it about when made. The talebearer 
usually conucludes—for he is a coward—with, “ Now, mind, do 
not for the world say that I told you; don't mention my name 
at all in the matter.“ He who acts on such “ information” is 
as bad as the man who gives it, if not worse. Will you go 
with me and repeat all that before his facc, that I may hear 
his explanation, and know whether this be all true, and whether 
I have got all the truth?” If not, then a speedy end ought to 
be made to the whole busincss—the heel put on the burning 
coal to crush it in the dust. 


OBITUARY 
— ꝙq— 


The ranks of society will be greatly thinned during 
1881. Already the process has commenced, aud there 
are sad gaps in many loving families. A low fever is 
eating its way into the population with deadly aim, and 
the most anxious and laborious care-takers of the sick 
are most apt to fall its victims. In our Obituary we 
commemorate bya deep fecling of sympathy for the 
bereaved, the passing away of many friends whose 
names need not be mentioned in these columns. We 
hope that the survivors will accept our sincere sym- 
pathics, and that all lonely souls will look above to the 
abode of the spirit and thereby receive the only com- 
fort which can shed a ray of compensation on wounded 
affections. By doing so the evil will become good, 
and help will increase to enable all to struggle with 
the conflicts of earth life and prepare for that which is 
to follow. 


Joux TYERMAN. 


One day last week Mr. Iver Macdonnell opened a letter in 
this office which was awaiting him from his brother in Sydney, 
and the following sentence conveyed to us the first intimation 
of the unlooked-for passing away of Mr. Tyerman. You will 
be sorry to learn that John Tyerman is dead. He died on 
Saturday, Nov. 27. He had just returned from Melbourne. 
I send you the ‘ Daily Telegraph’ of Noy. 29, containing the 
announcement.” ‘ 
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“Mr. J. Tyerman, tho well-known spiritist lecturer, died at 
his residence, William Strect, Woolloomoloo, on Saturday, at 
the comparatively carly age of forty-two years. Originally a 
member of the Wesleyan Church, the deceased gentleman was 
ordained a minister of that persuasion in New Zealand some 
sixteen or seventeen years ago, but removing to Victoria 
subsequently he entered the Church of England, and was 
licensed to preach by the late Bishop Perry. In 1871 the 
question of Spiritualism ongaged publio attention, and Mr. 
Tyerman was requested by his parishioncrs to deliver a sermon 
against the growing influence of the new teachings. Instead, 
however, of being in opposition to spiritism, the address inclined 
the cther way, and influence being broaght to hear upon his 
bishop, Mr. Tyerman’s license was cancelled, and he thereupon 
took up a prominent position upon the new platform. In 1879 
Mr. Tyerman made a tour through America, England, and the 
Continent, and was warmly welcomed by the spiritualistic 
circles of the various countries, and since his return had been 
lecturing in various places in the city, Tho deceased leaves a 
wilow and family of four, and the funeral will take place at 
nine o'clock this morning.” 

The “ Harbinger of Light” gives the following particulars : 
—“ Mr. Tyerman was lecturing in Melbourno during the early 
part of November, but finding his health giving way, and fear- 
ing a serious ilness, he determined to return home, and left for 
Syduey on the 15th ult. Ile wrote from Sydney on the 20th, 
stating he was better, and no anxiety was felt on his acconnt 
The reception of the telegram conveying the nows of his 
decease naturally created a sensation amongst those who were 
made cognizant of it, and sincere regret was manifest by many 
who knew him. Tho first public announcement of the event 
Was made in the Lyecam on Sunday morning by Mr. Terry. 
who, after briefly reviewing his career as a public man, paid 
a tribnto to his energy and industry in the advancement of 
Freethought and Spiritualism during the last decade.” 

After giving a sketch of Mr. Tyerman's carcer, and how he 
became a lecturer on Spiritualism, which we need not repeat, 
as Mr. Tyerman's history was very fully given when we 
published his portrait in tho Myotcm number, 466, March 
7, 1879, the“ Harbinger of Light” thus concludes :— 

“Mr. Tyerman was a rational, energetic, and consis- 
tent worker in the fields of free religious thought and 
Spiritualism; and, in addition to his platform labours, 


wrote a number of books and pamphlets, some of 
which have run through several editions, his last 


publication being a noble vin-lication ef Frecthought. He 
leaves a wife and several children, who, through the naturally 
precarious circumstances of his work and income, are unpro- 
vided for. We trust, thercfore, that some effort will bo made 
by those who appreciate his work to help those ho has left 
behind, and thereby pay a tribute both graceful and practical 
to his memory.” 

During his sojourn in this country Mr. Tyerman made 
many friends, and had he been enabled to remain in Lon- 
don he could have attracted a large and permanent congre- 
gation. We had hoped to hear of his gool work being carried 
on in the Australian Colonies for years to come, bat his career 
on earth has terminated where its highest triumph were 
expected to begin. Wo re-echo the appeal twice made abovo 
on behalf of the survivors. The lifo of an apostle of Spiritual- 
ism is most arduous and toilsome, often rnining health and 
leading to early death, but it is worse for dependants when the 
head of tho family has boen prematurely taken away. 


Mus. S. C. Barr. 


We print the little note which reached us on Tucsday :— 
Devon Lodge, Enst Moulsey, Surrey (by Hampton Court). 
On the Sabbath evening, January 30, Mrs. S. C. Hall loft carth 
life at Devon Lodge, Kast Moulscy.” 

What more need be said? The deceased lady was so well 
known to the whole world of intelligence, that everyone who 
hears of the event will be able to construct a memoir of her 
from their own pleasant recollections. Mrs. Hall was indeed 
ripe for the better life, and if our doctrines be true, as we 
believe them to be, such occasions should be regarded with 
gratitude, as the reward of faithful stewardship over many 
things during a long life of carth service. 
the joy of thy Lord!“ Should such a call as this give rise to 
painful emotions or words of repining ? 

That is the spiritaal view, but carth life has its requirements. 
We may not forget the venorable and affectionate partner who 
is left—and yet not left—divided as it were between carth and 
heaven. If ever God made a man with a warm, sound heart it 
is S.C. Hall, and how that heart must be lacerated, every 
one of us may know if we imagine ourselves in his position. 

Thus the most honourable and successful of lives is full of 
trials, even up to tho close of earth's day. But he understands 
their use and meaning in weaning us gradually from all that 
gave us joy in the past, and attaching us more surely to the 
eternal delights of the future. So may it be. 


Mr. T. M. Brown is now at Belper. Setters for him during the ensu- 
ing week should be addressed to—Mr. T. M. Brown, Care of Mr. A. Bo- 
dell, 4, Chapel-street, Belper, Derbyshire. 


“ Enter thou into- 


VOCAL MUSIC AT SPIRITUAL MEETINGS. 

Our Musical Editor in preparing another tune which 
appears on page 77, gives some plain instructions which 
we hope will be found serviceable. If the attention of 
our readers can be called to the subject generally a 
great end will be attained. 

We would be glad to sce a musical evening, once a 
week at the Spiritual Institution and would place the 
rooms freely at the disposal of such a pies 

For several quarters we engaged Mr. F. ‘Tindall, an 
able and kind teacher to attend once a weck at tlie 
Spiritual Institution, but though we bore all the expenses 
the attempt in point of attendance was not a success. 
Those who did attend made gratifying progress. 


Must at Punta Srimtrual. MEETINGS. 


It is indecd a great pity that Spiritualists do not soem to 
recognise more fully the immense power for good possessed by 
an adequate rendering of vocal music. Most fitting is it that 
hymns, ete., should be sung correctly by their respective parts: 
the bald effect of mere octave-singing is most unsatisfactory to 
a cultivated eur. Even those who are technically unacquainted 
with music, if gifted with natural talent for it, can ut onco 
detect the superiority of singing in which harmonies are fully 
renilered by the voices. ‘Lhe constant use of an instrument, 
which scems and is (if properly handled, and not exclusively 
relied upon) a great help, tends to make those musical persons 
who attend a service careless as to the result of their not having 
been present at the“ practico” beforehand. But this could bo 
if all those who can sing parts treated it asa duty to attend 
the * practice.” 

Nothing can be done in this matter without co-operation ; 
and if a provincial Spiritaalist might veuture on the zuggen- 
tion of a plan for the guidance of those metropolitan Spiritual- 
ists who are possessed of the great blessing of good voices, it 
would be that a “ spiritual choir” should be started, aud that 
they should meet for practice at least once a week. ‘Those 
who cannot as yet sing in parts might, by coming an hour 
earlicrthan the rest, have individual instruction in part-singing 
(as by the tonic sol-fa notation). <A little perseverance and 
energy on the part of the individual members would soon mako 
the choir fairly cflicient, and then whenever a celebrated (or 
uncelebrated) medium was about to address an audience in 
town, some of the choir would attend to support him on the 
platform. Thereby not only would a band of sympathy (a 
most impcriant matter seeing the delicacy of tho link between 
mertal and spirit in spiritual communion) be thrown around 
the medium, and good conditions be afforded him: but tho 
effect on the audience of the well-rendered harmonics would 
be valuable, subduing untoward influences and blending spheres 
hitherto discordant. 

Iam sure the service wai-h would be rendered by sucha 
choir to the Canse cannot be overrated. A quarterly subscrip- 
tion would doubtless be needful at first, and I for one should 
be willing to give my mite to help on so desirable an effort. 

“ Camnon.” 

P.S.—There would be no reason to hinder the “ Spiritualist 


Choir“ from occasionally giving a public concert, when spiri- 


tunl literature, Meprems, cte, might be given away at the 
doors as the concert-goers loft the hall. 


Tux MUSICAL Question AT Goswe.t IIXII. 


On Sunday evening, at the close of Mr. Burns's lecture, tho 
report in the previous weck's Minen was discussed, and 
though some of those connected with the hall dil not like so 
much publicity being given to the matter, the correctness of 
the report was fully endorsed by a musical gentleman present, 
who said that he, with others, was prevented from attending on 
account of the iniperfect condition of the musical exercises. 

Mr. Burns said he stood to every word which had ben 
printed, which was vot the fruit of ill-fecling in the slightest 
degree. As an honest journalist he could not do otherwise than 
state the truth, and he hoped no one would be offended at tho 
truth. His sole object in raising the question was to lead to 
improvement, 

Mr. Swindin very candidly said the managers of the meeting 
would gladly welcome any musical fijen 's who would come to 
their assistance. 

A gentleman was present who p esil- at the piano, and 
was ably supported by a strong body of carnest vocalists. 
The concluding bymn was sung in an admirable manner, and 
an excellent influence pervaded the meeting throughout. 

We would remind all friends who hold public mectings that 
all their acts are performed before the cycs of the world. Wo 
have heard it stated that tho bad singing at the meetings of 
Spiritualists was alluded to in the Christmas Number of one of 
the “ Socicty Journals.“ Surely it is better that Spiritualists 
should take up such a matter in their own papers than allow 
themselves to become a bye-word in the general newspapers. 

Happily the remedy is within reach, and we have no doubt 
that the musical exerciscs in all our meoctings will rapidly 
improve. 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


We thank many friends for the kind expressions contained 
in letters, as to the valuable contents of this paper. All that 
we desire is that these weekly issues should be rendered of 
as much use as possible to the public. The Mepium might 
have three times the circulation if all who approved of our 
work, did what they could to supplement it by bringing it 
before the notice of as many people as possible. All classes 
may read the MEbicv, whether spiritualists or not, and be 
benefited by its coutents. 


Remember those that are in bonds—not with hatred and 
contempt, but with feelings of sympathy. They may 
be in the hands of the law, we may not approve 
of their acts, or the courses in which their lives have 
run; but they are human, aud have the capacity to suffer, 
even as we must all suffer individually for the consequences 
of our acts. Would to God that we, as a people, had so much 
of the spirit of purity and righteousness in us, that our 
soul’s aspirations could lift the selfish out of their guilt, and 
render them worthy of the closest fellowship with the best 
and the noblest! By guarding well our thoughts of those 
who are in trouble, we may help to bring about that happy 
time, when the wicked will cease from troubling, and the 
weary be at rest. 

The article on “ The Talebearer ” follows up the com- 
ments of“ M. T.“ printed last week. It would appear that 
the Christian as well as the Spiritualist is annoyed by those 
“ pests.” How are they to be exterminated? The infamous 
suggestion has been made that spies should interview tale- 
bearers, and get them to commit themselves by indiscreet 
remarks, and thus fiud evidence against them for action in 
a Court of Law. None but the vilest serpents in human 
form would resort to such a strategem. The Rev. Thomas 
Alexauder teaches no such doctrine. The ‘ trap” he sets 
for the talebearer is—shut your cars, listen not to his words; 
shut yonr mouth, repeat not his slanders. This is the only 
way to puris the talebearer; for to turn round and vin- 
dictively assail him is to be worse than he is. After all, the 
scandal-monger is his own worst enemy. Live it down,” 
for assuredly the scales will turn in the opposite direction 
in respect to the foul mouthed one. What then shoul] be 
our aspect in reference to adventurers, impostors and 
scoundrels? In most cases you may save your pains; a 
certain class of mankind delight in being humbugged, and 
they can only believe that which is to them personal ex- 


perience. The best plan is to be wary, take stock of all 
traffickers in spiritual matters who crop up, and judging 
the worthlessness of some, let them alone severely. 
“ Oh no we never mention her, 
Her name is never heard.” 

It is significant treatment, and protects from com- 
bination or collision with dangerous persons, but it does 
not protect from their underhand enmity. In respect to 
others we have had to be more expressive, yet the knife of 
the assassin was into us before we opened our mouth: And 
after all has been done, what worse are we for the attempts 
made against us? Nothing. There is no power can hurt 
a man, except that which he does against himself,—we 
would be ashamed if we required self defence. All we are 
anxious for is, that the public mind may not be polluted by 
streams of moral poison, and that the evil ones may cease 
their intrigues, aud enjoy the fruits of better conduct. 


Mr. Peary Chand Mittra, of Calcutta, is one of our oldest 
and most respected Correspondents, and it affords us sincere 
pleasure to give place to his Issay in our columns. From 
his remarks it will be seen what is meaut by“ yoga,” though 
the explanation which he gives is necessarily limited. II is 
idea of the soul as the mediator between God and man—the 
deific life and the animal life in us—is profound. Similar 
doctrine has appeared in these columns. Judge Edmonds’ 
instructions to investigators are admirable. Madame Bla- 
vatsky and Col. Olcott receive cordial mention, but it would 
appear that the Author has not made himself acquainted 
with the peculiar phenomena to be met with in certain parts 
of India. No doubt India has, in the past, occupied a high 
position in spiritual science, but now she appeals to the 
West for Mediums to demonstrate to her people the modern 
phenomena. The higher spiritualism is inculcated in the 
ancient literature, and so it is in the New Testament, but 
how few Christians are aware of the due import of these 
teachings? The same may be said of Hindus in respect to 
what is recorded in their own literature; but a new out- 
pouring of spiritual power is passing over the whole world, 
which will give mankind a practical kuowledge of spiritual 
things, and kindle anew the fires of inspiration aud interior 
light on the ancient altars, which have for so many ages 
been neglected. 


The Poem of “ A. J. C.“ and the extracts which follow it, 
teach in a beautiful manner the divine purpose of love. It 
was the doctrine of Henry C. Wright, that man and woman 
are a manifestation of deity to one another; and his works, 
The Empire of the Mother over the Destiny of the Race,” 
“The Unwelcome Child.“ and“ Marriage aud Parentage ; 
or, the Reproductive Element in Man as a Means to his 
Elevation and Happiness,” are pointed and practical in their 
teachings. Andrew Jackson Davis is beautiful on the love 
question. We see that teachings on the subject have been 
given by the spirits through Mr. Groom's mediumship, as 
described in Mrs. Tyndall's letter. The subject would well 
repay continuous study, as it lies at the root of human im- 
provement, Spiritualism inculcates the very apposite of the 
so called“ Free-love ” practices. 

Mrs. Marshall receives her friends only, at 69, Great 
Queen Street, Lincolu's Inun Fields, every Wednesday from 
3 to 5 o'clock. She also holds a conversazione, at the same 
place, on Thursday evenings at 7 o'clock. Though this 
announcement is made public, it is not, of course, a public 
invitation, and only * friends will presume on attending. 


From the reports published in newspapers some unin- 
formed and weak minded persons assume that all 
spiritual manifestations are produced in the manner 
stated therein. If any person will become the accom- 
plice of a trickster, and having participated in fraud 
come before the public to tell the tale, credulous 
penons may believe just as much of it as they please. 

roughout the whole history of the “ exposure ” of 
Spiritualism it has been found, in every case, that 
trick-working and unscrupulous statements go hand in 
hand. How can we believe the statements of men 
whose recommendation it is to be great in the “ powers 
of deception?” The public mediums conduct their 
circles in the most straightforward way. They place 
themselves unreservedly in the hands of the sitters, and 
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are held in such a manner that they could not use any 
appliances, even if they were provided with them. 
Furthermore, the results of a genuine sitting are of 
such a kind that no “ exposer” give him choice of appli- 
ances, cou'd effect them. That there are rogues who 
get up circles for the sake of gain, and without a grain 
of mediumship to support them therein, we do not deny. 
These may pack circles and Hberate one another to 
work tricks, but even such proceedings would not mis- 
lead an experienced and intelligent sitter. It is only 
credulous persons who know nothing of the subject 
that arc imposed on alike by “ exposers ” and fraudulent 
mediums, or pretended mediums. 


Ir is 1ather inconsistent that in the testimonials of 
“ exposers” there is not one word of commendation 
from persons who have any practical acquaintance with 
the subject. The opinions of these testifiers evince 
blind prejndice amounting to infatuation, and so stupid- 
ly do they play into the hands of the persons whose 
arrangements they serve by the use of their names, that 
they cannot fail to get heartily laughed at for their 
peins What does Br. Crichton Browne, Dr. Zerffi, 

rofessor Ferrier, or any such testifiers know of the 
spiritual phenomena to enable them to judge as to 
whether any particular trick be an exposure of the 
manifestation it represents, or the contrary? These 
men either flatly deny that the phenomena exist in 
fact, or assume that they do not exist, whereupon the 
folly is transparent of men pretending to be ader ts in 
phenomena which they do dot believe to exist. If the 
manifestations be, after all, mere conjuring tricks, what 
harm can come of participating in them as the Spiri- 
tualists do? If they be something else, imitating them 
by other means than those used by the Spiritualists 
can never “ expose ” them. 


Far more logical is the theological position, which 
recognises the spiritual origin of the manifestations but 
adjudges that the source is evil. All spiritual influences 
are not good; all circles are not good; with this every 
intelligent Spiritualist will agree. But this is a very 
different conclusion from that of the would-be exposers, 
whose position is so contradictory that it has not a 
logical leg to stand on. Surely these doctors and pro- 
fessors, however clever in their special departments, 
must be men of very limited intellect to be so easily 
and palpably misled. 


ANoTueER superficial verbal trick of the anti-spiri- 
tualist is to say, after visiting a seance, that he knows 
means whereby he could produce similar effects. These 
means he never mentions, nor gives any demonstration 
of their practical working. Unless it can be proved 
satisfactorily that the medium actually used these means 
it is absurd to insinuate that the phenomena were pro- 
duced thereby. First, it would be necessary to show 
that the medium was in possession of the means alluded 
to; secondly, it should be made to appear that his hands 
were at liberty to permit him to use the means; thirdly, 
the use of these means should not only be sufficient to 
account for one or more phenomena’ which might occur 
on that special occasion, but it should be made clear 
that all the phenomena that ever occurred could be 
brought about by the fraudulent means quoted. Though 
it were shown that in a hundred instances the mani- 
festations were actually produced by trick, that would 
not be sufficient to account for the one hundred and 
first instance in which the conditions were such that the 
trick weuld have been impossible; or the manifestations 
of such a character that the trick could not have pro- 
duced them; or it might occur that the whole of the 
sitters were amateurs and knew nothing about that 
trick or any other, and yet obtained the most startling 
phenomena. Thus when the claims of anti-spiritualists 
are analysed they are found to be hollow pretensions. 


Tue only way to settle matters of this sort is for the 
“ exposers ” to being their claims before Spiritualists 
who understand the questions at issue and are adepts 
therein, and not before non-spiritualists who are in- 
capable of judging of what is placed before them. This 
these wily ones will not do. For our own part we 
know from hundreds of experiments that the manifes- 
tations are genuine, and all the exposures in the world 
could not cause us to abandon our solid structurè of 
truth. 


Mr. J. Holmes of Leicester, a talented exponent of Secu- 
larism, has become a very able advocate of Spiritualism, and 
has delivered a lecture with great effect in Leicester, as will 
be seen from a report elsewhere. Mr. Holmes is desirous 
of serving the Cause, and will respond to calls to deliver 
lectures. Some of his subjects are, Spiritualism as I found 
it in America; The Defects of Materialism as a Philosophy 
of the Universe; Spiritualism, the Foundation of a Higher 
Secularism:” we hope that friends in various parts of the 
country, will give Mr. Holmes a call to visit them. 

Mr. Holmes's address is 6, Albert Cottages, Watling 
Street, Leicester. 


A SEANCE BY MRS. MARSHALL IN AID OF 
i THE SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION. 

Mrs. Marshall has kindly offered to give a seance for the 
benefit of tbe Spiritual Institution, at 15, Southampton 
Row, on Saturday evening, February 12, at 8 o'clock. 
Tickets must be obtained in advance, and though Mrs. 
Marshall does not sit as a professional medium, it will be 
necessary that sitters contribute, that the funds may benefit 
from Mrs. Marshall's kindness. Early application is 
recommended, as the number of sitters will be strictly 
limited. 

Sitters report that the manifestations in Mrs. Marshall’s 
presence, are of a very satisfactory description. The sittin 
may be heldin the light or in the dark. In the light 
powerful raps and direct writing are obtained, affording 
proofs of spirit presence and identity. In the dark seance 
the spirit voice of “ Mimi is heard giving personal infor- 
mation respecting spirit friends and other matters. 

It was through Mrs. Marshall's mediumship, upwards of 
a dozen years ago, that we first heard the spirit voice. She 
then lived at Bristol Gardens. Hundreds of sitters were 
convinced of the truth of the phenomena, at the circles held 
in that place. Survivors who enjoyed those circles will be 
glad to have the opportunity of meeting Mrs. Marshall 
again. 


TESTIMONIAL AND FAREWELL AT MANCHESTER. 


On Sunday, Feb. 6, Miss E. A. Hall will deliver her farewell 
address prior to leaving for America, at Temperance Hall, 
Grosvenor Street, at 2.30 p.m. Mr., Mrs., and Miss Hall have 
done a very great work in the Cause of Spiritualism, and it is 
hoped as many as possible will attend. We also hope as many 
as possible will contribute towards the testimonial that is 
being raised on their behalf. Mr. Fitton, president, 44, Walnut 
Street, Cheetham, Manchester, will be happy to receive dona- 
tions, which will be publicly acknowledged. The Halls have 
been a model spiritual family amongst us—consistent, intellec- 
tual, and highly mediumistic—and their loss will be felt. 
Their influence extended far beyond their immediate locality, 
and many will unite with us in expressing gratitude for 
spiritual kindnesses and benefits conferred by them. 


INSTITUTION WEEK MEETINGS AND CORRE- 
SPONDENCE. 
Tue Turo SEANCE BY Mr. Towns. 


On Tuesday evening Mr. Towns gave his third seance for 
Institution Weck Fund. There was a very nice harmonious 
circle. Some of the sitters came a great distance. 

Tho first experiments were what some would call thought- 
reading, and to the psychological scientist they were very in- 
teresting. All the sitters who chose to do so asked questions 
mentally, and the answers were given by raps df Mr. Towns’ 
hand on the table. The answers appea to give general 
satisfaction, but each sitter would be the best judge in his own 
particular case. Sometimes Mr. Towns would make remarks 
in addition to the rapped out answers, and these evinced a 
particular acquaintance with the affairs of entire strangers— 
that is, presuming the remarks to be appropriate. 

Mr. Towns was entranced towards the close, and in that 
state held a long and animated conversation on the leading 
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topics of the day—Government measnres and the condition of 
Ireland, and the tendencies of the Eastern Question. The 
answers of the entranced medium necessitated the possession 
of a remarkable degreo of shrewdness and foresight on these 
most disputed questions. 

Tho sitters at the close expresed great interest in the pro- 
ceedings, and those who had sat with him most frequently 
were loud in their praise of Mr. Towns’ remarkable powers. 


From TASMANIA. 


To the Editor—Dear Sir, —In sending my subscription for 
Mepica, 1881, I also enclose Is. extra, hoping it may rench 
you before the new year, as last new year a number of friends 
sent you stamps to that amount each, to help you a little in 
the work of the Institution. I trust all subscribers to the 
Mevicm will do the same next New Year. 

I am dear Sir, yours in the Cause of Truth, 


Nov. 10, 1880. F. O. Burrox. 


From A TEACHER OF THE PEOPLE. 


Dear Mr. Burns,—I send you my subscription to Mbit for 
six months. 

In doing so I cannot help expressing my thankfulness for the 
work you are doing. For the Jast six months there has heen a 
weekly improvement in the Mrepic in quality of thought, and 
above all, most important to me, in spiritual tone. I trembled 
once for the Ark of the Lord containing Spiritualism, but it is 
quite safe now that the right method is gained. I look to 
Spiritualism as the regenerating force of the world. While 
the ercedal systems are crumbling to hopeless ruin God is 
steadily raising up the new faith—a faith that will rest on 
reason, science, and experiment, and not on authority. The 
childhood of the race thus begins to show signs of transition 
into adolesence, if, indeed, with infinite progression before us 
any amount of attainment will not seem as childhood to that 
which lies beyond. 

Politically, morally, socially, religiously, the civilised world 
is face to face with renewed ideas. It has outgrown past 
systems. I look to Spiritualism as the force which will recon- 
struct society, politically, socially, and morally. The power 
of the splendid ideas of Spiritualism will bo irresistible : the 
scientific proof of another and unending life, of ceascless pro- 
progression, of the eternal reign of love; the doctrine of a 
rigid retribution, and an equally rigid reward; the awful 
vision of the coming age in fairer spheres, when puro love 
shall bind together all hearts in simple harmonious life; when 
man shall be united in one vast brotherhood, and with God as 
well in tho link of affection; the fact that nothing ever severs 
true love ties, the eternity, in fact, of all true and puro love 
relations,—such ideas must remodel society. 

The Cause of Spiritualism is not to be advanced by its won- 
ders, but by its goodness. Jesus performed miracles or 
“wonders” unwillingly. To him truth was its own evidence; 
and so we hold that when reason, moral judgment, and psy- 
chological facts—in fact, man's nature—are rightly understood 
the objective facts of Spiritualism will be scen as the irresistible 
complement. If we want the great good of Spiritualism we 
only have to say, Look within.“ The fact of moral conscious- 
ness demands endless life; the fact of man's dependence 
proves tho Deity; the facts of a Supreme Being and a de- 
pendent one prove that their relations must be of the most in- 
timate kind; the fact of love demands perpetnity, and so on. 

What we have to contend against most of all is the authority 
of sacred books, boly priesthoods, authoritative churches. 
Truth is the only authority, and truth can only be known 
by reason, science, experiment. It is because I sce that the 
highest traths of religion and science are in Spiritualism that 
I am an adherent of the new faith, and it is because I see you 
tarning away from phenomenal Spiritualism, as such, to Spiri- 
tualism in its internal life that I feel thankful to Goi for 
your noble offorts. 

I have developed as a medium entirely alone, and it has been 
by spiritual reasoning and pure communion with loved ones I 
knew on earth that Spiritualism has become to me so deep a 
fact. Rappings may be useful to very low, undeveloped 
natures, but if men and women in reason and moral conscious- 
ness were what they ought to be by the plain laws of thoir 
nature, they would look for higher phases of spiritual pheno- 
mena than the merely physical. Then it would scarcely re- 
quire material signs to prove spirit-communion. That would 
seem to be as natural a complement to their natures as food to 
their bodily system. We want to show the naturalness of 
Spiritualism and crush out that deceptive and superstitious 
word, ‘ supernatural,” in connection with the facts of another 
life. Nature comprehends all that God has made outside him- 
self. Once destroy the idea of the supernatural and we have 
accomplished one half of the work against theological bigotry 
on the one hand and scientific arrogance on the other. 

Again I thank you that you are formost in getting scientific 
method into the study of spiritualistic facts. Once get that 
established and victory will not tarry long. 


A happy New Year to you—Yours very truly. 
Jan. 4, 1881. “ BEREAVED NO More.” 


MESMERISM AND PSYCHOLOGY. 


— — 
A PRISONER MESMERISED. 


The following report was telegraphed from Paris on 
the evening of January 2ith, and appeared in tho 
“ Standard ” of next day’s date :— 


The Conrt of Appeal in Paris yesterday was the scene of a 
most curious and remarkable spectacle. Last August a young 
man named Didier was arrested for an offence in the Champs 
Elysées and sentenced to threo months’ imprisonment. His 
friends, considering him innocent, advised him to appeal, and 
engaged Maitre Reitlinger as his counsel. The learned gent- 
leman at once demanded that his client should be submitted 
to medical examination, and the Court appointed for that pur- 
pose Drs. Mottet and Mesnet, two well known specialists in 
mental diseases, under whose surveillance the young man was 
placed for three months in the Hôpital Saint Antoine. At tho 
end of that period the doctors made the following Report: — 

„Didier suffers from a most remarkable nervous affection. 
He lives in a state of constant somnambulism, the atticks of 
which can be provoked at will. The numerons Doctors who 
have watched him at the Hospital have proved that he is en- 
tirely destitute of any will of his own, and submits to all injun- 
ctions in the most automatic manner. When he is in a state 
of somnambulism he can be made to write letters and perform 
other things without being conscious of what he is doing. In 
addition these acts may be accompanied by very strange phe- 
nomena. Thus, for example, if, having two sheets of paper 
before him, the one on which he lias begun to write is taken 
away, he will continue his letter on the second sheet without 
perceiving the change. Individuals of this category are so 
singular that they may remain no matter, when or where, ina 
state of trance, which may last three or fonr hours. They re- 
main motionless, entirely unconscious of place or time. One 
day, while on the Place de la Bastille, he was seized with a fit 
of somnambulism, and his comrades had to carry him to a 
lodging-house for the night. A student at the Hospital saw 
him get out of bed one night, dress himself, and copy several 
pages of music. He was sleeping all the time. The next 
morning he was quite astonished at the work he had done. 
Various experiments were made on him. On two occasions he 
divined the secret thoughts ofthe doctors. One of these may 
be mentioned. A student said to him, in the night time, Look, 
Didier; there's a pretty woman.’ It was pitch dark, and of 
course, there was no woman present. Didier replied, ‘ No, no; 
she is ugly: she has a child in her arms.“ This remark corres- 
ponded exactly to the thoughts of the student. Didier then 
rushed forward to save from falling the child which he imag- 
ined he saw in the arms of the imaginary women.” 

The Prisoner, who is about twenty-two, appeared in Court, 
accompanied by his counsel and the doctors. His appearance 
aroused great curiosity, and all eyes were turned on him as he 
tottered rather than walked to the bar. Maitre Reitlinger, 
having addressed the Court in his defence, the Judges were 
about to withdraw to consider their verdict, when the doct.rs 
offered to confirm the statements made in their report by 
practical experiments on the spot. The Bench consented, and 
then occurred the following painful scenc. 

Doctor Mottet followed by the magistrates and the prisoner, 
retired into a side room. Here, by the usual means of rapid 
passes of the hands before his eyes, and a strong fixed gaze, 
the unhappy “ subject” was mesmerised. Didier was then left 
in charge of the Municipal Guards on service, the doctors and 
the judges returned to the court, and the door of the room was 
shut. Doctor Mottet now calledthe prisoner by his name. 
The next second a fearful noiso was heard. It camo from tho 
sick young man. A few minutes before a touch of the finger 
would have almost knocked him over, so tecble and emaciated 
washe. Now, under the influence of magnetism, he was like 
araging lion. Upsetting the guards who held him by the 
wrists, ho rushed at the door, Foxe it open, and, knocking 
down everybody in his path, ran up to Dr. Mottet. Here he 
suddenly stopped, and, fixing his eyos on his mesmeriser, 
trembled from head to foot in a mannor terrible to see. Shrieks 
of horror ran through the court. The Doctor then set to work. 
„Endress yourself,“ said he to the prisoner. Ina few seconds 
Didier stripped himself of nearly all his garments. “ Dress 
yourself again,” said the Doctor, and again the prisoner obeyed 
with the same lightning rapidity. The experiment appeared 
conclusive. Doctor Mottet then awoke his “ subject“ by blow- 
ing on his face. Didier fell tothe ground as if shot ; the doctor, 
however, soon brought him round again. “Why did you 
undress yourself before these gentlemen ” asked Doctor Mottet, 
„That was very improper.” Didier, gazing with vacant aston- 
ishment, replied, “ What! undress myself; impossible.” And 
the young man clung to the doctor for protection like a child. 
The Bench, however, was not convinced, and appeared to 
look upon the whole affair as a comedy. Doctor Mesnet, in 
his turn, now operated on the prisoner. Having mesmerised 
him, he erdered him to write from memory a letter addressed 
to him while in prison. Didier lied, Cannot; because I 
am in prison.” e doctor insisted, whereon the prisoner sat 
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down to a table and wrote, word for word, the letter in question, 
without a single mistake. While he was writing it Dr. Mottet 
took a long necdle out of his instrument case, and plunged it 
into the young man’s neck, but he felt nothing. By this timo, 
however, the Bench had seen enough of these painful experi- 
ments, and some of the audience crying out “ Assez ! assez!” 
the sitting came to an end. The Court, considering the Pris- 
oner was not responsible for his acts, quashed the verdict of 
the Lower Court, and the unhappy map was discharged. 


Such phenomena can be produced at will by numbers 
of magnetisers whom we could name. We have seen 
subjects left in that sensitive state from the unskillful 
treatment of operators in public. Mediums under de- 
velopment frequently pass through the same condition. 
The Editor of the “Standard” from his comments 
seems to be ignorant of the whole matter. The French 
doctors evidently do not know how to treat the patient, 
or this somnambulic tendancy might be readily con- 
trolled. Much of the crime chat is committed proceeds 
from this organic sensitiveness to impressions of an 
immoral tendancy. The duty of society evidently is 
to improve the conditions of sensitives rather than. 
make them worse by prison life. 


BIRMINGHAM.—A SITTING WITH MRS. GROOM. 


Dear Mr. Burns,—We are having some very interesting 
weckly meetings with Mrs. Groom as our medium now, and the 
one last night was particularly so. 

She was controlled first by the father of the lady in whose 
house we were meeting, and soon after by “Marie Stuart,” 
whose sad history 1 have lately been reading again, and had 
been referring to it previously to our friends there assembled, 
which perhaps may account for this control, though it is not 
the first time that Mrs. Groom has heard from others that this 
unfortunate queen has spoken through her. 

I wished ardently that your ready pen had been at hand to 
have taken down the eloquent words she then uttered to ex- 
culpate the base slanders that history has clouded her fair 
fame with. She particularly repudiated any complicity in the 
murder of Darnley, and stated her great disinclination to 
marry again after the death of her first husband, the young 
Dauphin of France, whose love for him she described in the 
most touching way, and assured us that they were again united 
in a truly spiritual marriage. During this part of her recital, 
and referring to her after-misery and the cold reception she 
received in Scotland after her leaving all her happiness in the 
gay capital of France, tears rolled down the medium's checks, 
which were soon dried up with indignation at the foul calum- 
nies that had been heaped upon her memory as .regards the 
alleged finding of the French nobleman in her bedroom, who 
was afterwards executed, and she was said to have heartlessly 
viewed his death from Holyrood. In answer to my question 
on this matter sho added she should not rest until she found 
some fitting medium who would rescue her name from these 
stains and give tothe world a full and correct memoir of her 
sad and eventful life as queen and woman. 

Then without a pause ‘ George Dawson” controlled our me- 
dium, and after some humorous conversation with me, as his 
oldest friend in Egbaston with my husband, he proceeded to give 
us a history of the superior power the religion of Japan had in 
shaping the life there to its principles, in contradistinction to 
the professed religion of Christ, which was only so in name, 
whereas the family life in Japan was singularly pure and 
loving. 

Their ereed only requires them to tell the truth, not to 
wrong their neighbour in word or deed, and especially to pay 
all deference to the mother, as the womanly element was in 
the ascendant in that country. 

During gestation every kind of consideration was given to 
the futuro mother of an immortal being: her tastes, hor opinion, 
her diet, her convenience in every way was consultcd,—in 
fact, sho was tho reigning queen of the household, but always 
exercised her athority in the most bencticent fashion. 

No marital relation was allowed during this period nor for a 
long time afterwards, that the training of the young being 
should command all the purest and most healthful influences of 
that being who was to bestow them upon her child. 

Ah, me! I thought, when this heavenly description was being 
given to us, well might Robert Owen say we wero most cf us 
the creatures of circumstances. Hence from the different be- 
getting and rearing of children that prevails in Christian 
lands, no wonder so many of us turn ont devils—ficnds of sel- 
fishness. 

It was further stated that in Japan there was no sccond 
marriages, nor any harlots. 

I should like to have this account verified by anyone who 
knows what the domestic life of that country really is. I 
think they are Buddhists, are they not? 

I read a review of a lady’s residence in Japan for two years 
prises i as usual parental matters were not touched upon 

re 
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“George Dawson” answered somo questions from a lady 
present upon the “ person” of Christ, when ho had been ob- 
serving that what was wanted amongst us was the Christ- 
life being lived here, and that we should learn it from tho 
divine Sermon on the Mount, and not teach from the history of 
thoso wicked Jews, which led us into all kinds of difficulties 
and errors. IIo told her that Jesus Christ was born naturally 
of a man and a woman, “ Made in all things like unto his 
brethren,” and that great mistakes really fatal in their ten- 
denny towards purity of parentage were in the assertion David 
made that “in sin did his mother conceive him,” that it was 
not in the course of nature for the female organism to do this 
any more than the earth to put any will into the matter of the 
seed therein deposited. 

What now scems mysterious will be made clear when men 
and women study God's laws upon reproduction together, 
reverently seeking for light from him. 

I am, yours faithfully, with kindest regards to your dear 
good wife, Emma TYNDALL. 

Edgbaston, Birmingham. 


LEICESTER. 
LECTURE ON SPIRITUALISM. 

On Monday evening Mr. J Holmes delivered a lecture in the 
Temperance Hall, to a large audienco, on “ Tho result of my 
investigations, with other unbelievers, into the phenomena of 
Spiritualism. Does man live after the change called death ?” 
The Rey. J. Page Hopps presided, and after briefly explaining 
his motives for occupying the chair, introduced the lecturer. 
Mr. Holmes said many people had wondered why he should 
have been silent for so long a time. He had been so, he said, 
for the purpose of investigating tho subject called“ Spiritual- 
ism.” He was determined not to believe what others said, nor 
givo credit to what they had seen or heard, but thoroughly 
examine the subject for himself. Ho then explained the 
numerous and varied results of his examination. Numerous 
theories were submitted to account for the phenomena of 
Spiritualism, such as the will; but for all these he was pre- 
pared to stand npon facts. That was a subject that, if founded 
on fact, eppeared to bo a key to unlock tho future world, to 
burst the barriers of the grave, and point out a better prospect 
beyond. It had something about it which dignifieth man; it 
told that man was not a mere chattel formed of clay. Certainty 
was given for suspense; knowledge for faith, and hope for 
doubt. After the lecture a somewhat lively discussion was 
opened by Mr. J. Gimson. Mr. Turner and others followed, 
contending that thero was no proof that Spiritualism was truc. 
A vote of thanks was accorded to the chairman, on the motion 
of Mr. Holmes, seconded by Mr. Gimson. The proccedings 
then terminated. “ Leicester Daily Mercury.” 


HAS ANYONE SEEN THIS LETTER IN THE 
“NATIONAL REFORMER”? 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “NATIONAL REFORMER.” 


Sir,—In your answer to “H. J. Stevens,” „National No- 
former,“ December 5, you say that “dead people are dead,” 
and imply that there is no other existence for man but that 
which he has in the body. You conclude by saying, “ Prove 
your facts; we are ready to listen.“ Now I ask you to adopt 
your own method, and “prove” that there is only “ono exist- 
once,“ as you call it, but you do not define what you mean by 
the term. I also ask you to “prove” that “ Dead peoplo” 
cannot make rappings on a table and do other things. When 
you can supply these proofs there will be some grounds on 
which you can dogmatise in opposition to“ facts not hitherto 
known” by you.—I am respectfully yours, J. Burns. 

15, Southampton Row, London, W.C., 

Decomber 12, 1880. 


Miss Chandos Leigh Hunt's tale which has just appeared in 
the Mrpitm—* The Mystic Artist —has been very well re- 
ceived. One literary gentleman who charactcrises it as u 
„delicious little novel,“ thus speaks of it: This will bear 
comparison with the best productions of the most popular 
writers, although it is but in miniature, and it has over and 
above the advantage of having a sound and good kernel, while 
popular novels are all shell, attractive, no doubt, but without 
a vestige of inner fruit. The foot-notes render it doubly 
attractive.“ Wo hope Miss Leigh Hunt will be able to spare 
timc amidst her many other engagements to present herself 
before the public in a similar capacity more frequently. 

Wuirakenr’s ALMANAC is an extraordinary production. Tho 
information it contains is almost nameless. The index of 
subjects occupies sovoral pages, and the work altogether 
extends to 320 pages, which, when bound in wrappers, sells for 
1s. Every year thore is an improvement, but the edition for 
1881 seems almost to have arrived at perfection. The sale is 
enormous; everybody wants it. 

Marniep, on Thursday, January 27, Mr. Robert Towers 
(Secretary of the Dalton-in-Furness Spiritualistio Inv a- 
tion Society) to Miss Annie Heath (member of the Barrow-in- 
Furness Spiritualists’ Church). 
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MAN'S PHYSICAL CONDITIONS. 


THE DEATH STRUGGLE OF VACCINATION. 

To the Editor of the Mepium.—Sir,—Every intelligent well- 
wisher to the human race ought to assist Mr. P. A. Taylor in 
his efforts to liberate the civilised world from tho incubus of 
Dr. Jenner's mischievous illusion. The agitation for freedom 
from compulsory calf and cow has now become international. 
It is rapidly extending in the United States as well as through- 
out Europe. Of two doctors of the city hospital of the populous 
city of Boston, Massachusetts, one advocates vaccination, and 
the other (Dr. Noyes) says, Vaccination has been the greatest 
universal delusion that has ensnared mankind within the last 
three centuries. It originated in fraud, ignorance, and error. 
It is absurdly unscientific, and I cannot accredit to it any 
good.“ Upon this, an American newspaper remarks, “ Thus it 
appears that the regular faculty are at variance among them- 
selves as to efficacy of vaccination as a preventive to small-pox. 
In this conflict of opinion among physicians, why should there 
be any law to enforce vaccination upon the people? Is not 
the practice barbarous? The state of Massachusetts has no 
right to say that any child shall have one disease inoculated 
into its system upon the unfounded theory that it prevents 
another.“ The Chief Officer of the Board of Health of San 
Francisco (Dr. Meares) says, " It is proven beyond contradic- 
tion that vaccination may convey syphilis;” and one of the 
journals of that city remarks that the differences of medical 
opinion on this subject are outrageous.”—Yours obediently, 

January 24, 1881. H. D. Dumiron. 

Mus. Burrie.p, St. Thomas, Danish West Indies, writes to 
Mr. Pitman :--- A few days ago a pamphlet was put into my 


hands on the subject of Vaccination. It was your report of 


Mr. Burns's lecture in Manchester. I am most decidedly 
opposed to vaccination, which I am sorry to say is compulsory 
here, so much so, that before marriage a certificate of vaccina- 
tion is required! Some of the wiser folk (of course the 
minority) fight against it. A struggle will come. None of my 
choice friends here or elsewhere like vaccination. To me there 
is something horrid in it Vaccination Inquirer.” 


ARRIVAL OF MR. GEO. SPRIGGS AT 
MELBOURNE. 

Mr. Geo. Spriggs, the Cardiff Medium, accompanied by his 
friend and amanuensis, Mr. Smart, arrived here by the 8.8. 
Ligurian, on Monday last. 

We have from time to time given accounts of the wonderful 
materialisations which have occurred in the presence of this 
gentleman; but we have perhaps not made it sufficiently 
known that he is not a public or professional medium; he 


comes here under the auspices of the Victorian Association of 
Spiritualists to help in demonstrating the phenomena of 


Spiritualism to sincere investigators, and it will be the object 
of the committee to exclude any but such from his seances. 
There will be some experimental sittings to test the power and 
accustom him to the changed surroundings, after which the 
subscribers to the expense fund will be admitted in rotation as 
fast as circumstances permit. It will, however, in all pro- 
bability be some months before all the subscribers’ tickets are 
used, as but few can be admitted to one seance.—The 
“ Harbinger of Light,” Dec., 1880. 


MR. F. W. NEWMAN AND THE SYDNEY 
FREETHINKERS. 

Tho Hon. J. Bowie Wilson has received from Mr. Francis 
William Newman (brother of Cardinal Newman) the following 
letter in acknowledgment of the testimonial recently forwarded 
to him by the freethinkers of Sydney: —“ To J. Bowie Wilson, 
Esq. Dear Sir,—To you as chairman of the committee which 
has so unexpectedly sent me an elegant gift, this day safely 
arrived, emblematic of Australia, in the negro, the emu and 
kangaroo, it is my pleasing duty to express my grateful thanks. 
You rightly judge, that as the denial of free judgment was the 
cardinal errer which has made historical christianity a doubt- 
ful advantage to the world, so the vindication of freedom to 
think and judge, is the common task of all who look fora 
gentler and nobler future of mankind. Even in the midst of 
corrupt religions, science is ever uttering the cry, that with 
candid freedom and mutual respect, truth has the most hope- 
ful career. I have thanked you for your gift, but I am bound 
to give you double and triple thanks for the cordial sentiments 
of your address. I am, yours sincerely and fraternally, 
Francis WH.L1AM Newman. P.S.—The emblematic piece was 
accompanied with an ivory and gold pen, which I ought to 
acknowledge. F. W. N., Juno 19, 1880, Weston-super-Mare, 
England.—The “ Harbinger of Light,” Dec., 1880. 


WHITWORTH SOCIETY OF SPIRITUALISTS. 

This society has been formed a few months only. Previously 
wo held our meetings in a private house occasionally. We have 
now obtained a suitable room, and we hold meetings on the 
second and fourth Sundays in each month, not being in a posi- 


tion to engage a medium every Sunday. We are glad to in- 
form you and the Spiritualists of various towns that wo shall 
hold a tea party and entertainment on Saturday, February 19, 
1881, in our room, Industry Street, Facit. Tea on the tables 
at 4.30 p.m. Tickets, 8d. each. All friends from surrounding 
towns are respectfully invited to assist us in our object. All 
will be heartily welcome. A train leaves Rochdale for Facit 
at 4.15 p.m., and leaves Facit for Rochdale at 10.30 p.m. 
About three minutes’ walk from station. 
E. Cl xd, President. 


QUEBEC HALL, 25, GREAT QUEBEC STREET. 


On Sunday, February 6, at 7 p.m. prompt, Mr Iver Macdonnell will 
discourse ou Knowledge and Religion.” All who wish to obtain scats 
should be ear!y; several had to stand the whole evening last Sunday. 

Friday, February 4, at 8:30, Mr inc will open a discussion on 
“Was Jesus of tho Gospels an historicalfcharacter?” This bas been 
postponed on account of the inclement weather: 

On Tuesday next, at 8:30, a meeting of members and friends for 
special matters will be held. This meeting had also to be postponed on 
account of tho weather, 

The seanco on Saturday at 8 as usual. Mr Hancock is present half an 
Admission 


hour previous to speak with strangers. âd. 
J. M. Darr, Hon. Sec. 


GOSWELL HALL, 290, GOSWELL ROAD. 
(Near the Angel,“ Islington.) 

Ou Sunday evening, Mr. J. Burns lectured an Temperance.” 

On Sunday next, at 11 a-m, Mrs. Yeates will read a paper giving an 
account of spiritual phenomena that occurred in the parish of Clerken- 
well 120 yeara ago. All are welcome at these interesting meetings. 

On Sunday evening, at 7, Mr. C. W. Pearto will deliver his fourth 
lecturo on The Great Pyramid.” This series has been highly interest- 
ing and instructive. 

r. T. L. Nichols will lecture on Sunday evening, Feb. 13. 
W. Towns, Sec. 


1, Albert Terrace, Cloudesley road, Islington. 


LADBROKE HALL, NEAR NOTTING HILL RAILWAY STATION. 
We had an excellent meeting last night in numbers as woll as in bar- 


mony. 
The hall is newly furnished, well lighted, and thoroughly warmed. 
Next Sunday the services will be condacted by Mr. F. O. Matthews, 
evnsisting of a trance address followed by clairvoyance; Mr. Knight 
Smith will ping a piece from Mendelssohns Elijah —“ Then shall the 
righ:teous.” Mr, D. Younger will occupy the chair. 
Morning meeting at 11 o'clock for inquirers, also for young mediums 
to give vent to their feelings and receive aid in development, 
11, Torrington Square, W.C. F. O. MATTHEWS. 
Jan. 30, 1881. 


THE LONDON SOCIETY FOR THE ABOLITION OF COMPULSORY 
VACCINATION, 


The second montlily conference of this society will ba held on Monda 
evening next, Feb. 7, 1881, in tbe Chapter Room, at Anderton’s Hotel, 
Fleet-street, London, when William Tebb, Esq., will deliver an address, 
entitled, ‘‘ Sayings and Doings at the Paris International Anti-Vaccina- 
tion Congress. Chair to be taken at 7-30. 

After the address the meeting will be open for public discussion on 
the Vaccination Question generally. 

The attendance of both friends and opponents (whether doctors or 
otherwise) is earnestly invited. ALTER Haskeer, Hon. Sec. 

Gray's Inn Chambers, 20, High Holborn, W. O. 


A Crever Donxixn.—An “exposer” of Spiritualism in his 
business circular quotes the “opinion of Dr. Donkin,” who 
eulogises his protege by saying :“ I have no doubt that your 
powers of deception are great cnongh.” How “ great” these 
require to be to effect the purpose in view is stated a fow lines 
further en to be “tho most ordinary means.” The question 
remains---Has the great deceiver mislead Dr. Donkin, or has 
the clever doctor given a testimonial which does not flatter the 
moral character or intellectual ability of the subject of it ? 
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HYMNS AND TUNES FOR SPIR 


22 


HYMN No. 12 in the “ SPIRITUAL LYRE.” 
87.87.87. 


REMARKS ON THE 
, TUNES. 


To give opportunity for 
further practice, we repeat 
„Moscow,“ at the same 
time adding to it “ Ches- 
ter.” 

The lines on which the 
music is printed will be 
found divided into“ bars“ 
by upright lines running 
across them. Each of these 
bars is of the same length, 
though some of them con- 
tain more notes than others. 
Thus, the first bar contains 
two notes to be sung to 
the words “Guide me”; 
but the second bar has 
three notes sung to O 
Thou,” the two black- 
headed notes over “0” 
(top line of music) beiug 
just of the same length 
as the one with the 
open head over ‘ Thou.” 
There are therefore two 
beats to each bar, so that 
where two notes occur in 
one beat they are only 
half of the length of notes 
of a different form, of which 
there is only one to a beat. 
Keep beating time in this 
way, and then one part of 
the singers will not fall be- 
hind the others. The last 
note, without a stem, in the 
bar is as long as two with 
a stem or four with the 
black heads. It therefore 
occupies two beats. Make 
no pause after singing 
“land,” but at the next 
beat begin with “I am 
weak,” ete, and in the 
same manner kecp time 
after “hand,” singing 
Bread“ with tho next 
beat. It is these pauses 
made by some singers at 
the ends of the lines where ; 
there is no pauso in the music that throws them out of time. 
Those who do not understand music, by studying a simple 
hymn-tune in this elementary fashion, may help themselves 
very much in keeping time. 

„ Cuester.”"—Some sing this tune by making all the notes 
one length—four in a bar, which gives the tune a very mono- 
tonous drawling character. This is wrong. The figures 3 over 


Bread 


Tne accomplished young tragedienne, Miss Ella Dietz, will 
shortly commence her spring tour supported by a carefully- 
selected company of London artistes, specially engaged for the 
production of an entirely new adaptation of“ Faust and Mar- 

erite,” entirely re-written and revised from the German by 
Miss Ella Dietz. Repertoire also includes “ Romeo and Juliet,“ 
t- As You Like It.” “ Merchant of Venice,” etc. i 


Guida me, O thougreatJe-ho-vah! Pil-grim thro' this bar-ren land: 


am weak, but hou art migh-ty, Hold me with thy pow'rful hand; 
— 


i 
of hea-ven! Breadof hea-ven! Feed mo till I 


2 Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing streams do flow ; 
Let the fiery cloudy pillar, 
Lead me all my journey through ; 
Strong deliverer! 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 


HYMN No. 140 in the “Spmitcar Lynn.” 
8787. 


Let no earth -ly care op- press us, 


2 Loving spirits hover oer us, 
Angels bright in truth's array, 
Ope the path of life before us, 
Lead us on to cloudless day. 
3 Let no jarring thought divide us, 
Sweetest harmony be ours; 
Wisdom's richest feast provide us, 
As wo pass these happy hours. 


ITUAL CIRCLES AND MEETINGS. 


2 at tho beginning indicate 
that there are three beats 
in each bar, of the length 
of a note with the open 
head and stem. Two black 
headed notes are therefore 
sung with only one beat. 
Thus “ Holy” at the be- 
ginning is sung in time to 
one beat. The two notes 
over “spirit ’ take two 
beats, and the two notes 
over “kindly” only one 
beat. Sung in this way, 
there are two quick notes— 
“holy”; two slow notes— 
“spirit”; two quick notes 
“kindly”; two slow notes 
“bless us”;—the quick and 
slow notes coming in pairs 
ulternately, which gives 
the music a lively, expres- 
sive character. Tho last 
note, without a stem, over 
“night” at the end of tho 
line, occupies two beats, 
and tho two black-headed 
notes at the beginning of 
the next line, over Let 
no,” take one beat, so that 
both of the kinds of notes 
together mako a bar of 
three beats; two-thirds of 
which is at the end of tho 
first line and one-third at 
the beginning of tho sc- 
cond line of music. In the 
last line of each verse tho 
arrangement varies. Tho 
first four notes, May our 
souls be,” are sung quickly 
to two boats; tho next two 
notes, “ fill'd with,” are 
sung also to two beats, 
while the last note, “light,” 
claims two beats for itself, 
or as long as the first four. 

These hints may aid in 
catching the melody, but 
we would rather see overy 
Spiritualist commence the 
systematic study of music. 
We can send a copy of 
Hullah's Instruction Book for 9d. post free. It sets tho 
whole matter before the student in a clear light. 

Children are now generally taught music in the schools, and 
the knowledge then acquired might, with a little management 
on the part of parents, be made to add to the effect of circles 
and spiritual meetings. Let the musical idea ence take root 
and it will grow rapidly and bear rich fruit. 


want no more, 


From “ MODERN HAREP,” by permission, 


Ir is an excellent work, send for it Marriage and P ent- 
age; or, tho Reproductive Element in Man as a Means to His 
Elevation and Happiness,” by Henry C. Wright. Price Ono 
Shilling. London: J. Burns, post froo for thirteen penny 
stamps. 


Now Ready, in Strong Wrapper, 6d. Cloth, 1s. 


THE NEW SPIRITUAL LYRE, 


CONTAINING 


ALL THE HYMNS IN THE FORMER EDITIONS, 
WITH MANY ADDITIONAL PIECES, 
By J. K. Lewis, J. J. Morse, Lizzie Doten, E. W. Wallis and Mrs. Wallis, A. E. Hunter, 
W. J. Colville, J. G. Robson, H. Pride, H. Bonar, Sheldon Chadwick, W. Oxley, Mrs. Richmond, &c. 


These additions are 


articularly rich in Hymns suitable for the Circle, both Materialisation and Trance, and for 


special spiritual purposes that hymns have not been provided for hitherto. 
A Great Reduction is made to Circles and others ordering a Dozen or upwards, 
LONDON: J. BURNS, 16. SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN. W. O. 
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Now Ready, in One handsome Volume, price 5s.; Presentation Edition, fine paper, 7s. dd. 


Posr-Orricn ORDERS ox “ Hick HOLBORN.” 


ON MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


THREE ESSAYS, 


By ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, 
Author of “The Malay Archipelago,” “Contributions to the Theory of Natural Selection,” &c., &c. 


L Ax Answsr tro um Ascumurrs or Huws, Lacay, amp Orunas 


against Mreacuss, 


II. Tan Screntirio Asruct or THE BUPERNATURAL— 


1. Introduotory. 
2. Miracles and Modern Science. 


3. Modern Miracles viewed as Natural Phenomena. 
etiam, and Clairvoyazice, 
ity of Apparitions, 


4. Od-Foroe, Animal 
5. The Evidence of the 


Amberley, Lord, on spiritual phenomena and the 
character of adina, 


man, evidence of, long denied or 5 

Apparitions, evidence of the reality of; date of a War 
Office certificate shown to be erroneous by; at 
tha “ Old Kent Manor House.” 

Atkinson, H. G., experiment with Adolphe Didier, 

Aymar, Jaques, discovery of a murderer by. 


“Mental Ph logy ;” criticism on; “ uncon- 
scious cerebration ” — — 
Challis, Prof., on the conclusiveness of the testimony. 
Chambers, Dr. Robert, experiment by; extract from 
7 F. tanta of 
7 
Olark, Dr. T. E., medical case of ol 
Converts from the ranks of Spirituslism made, 
Cook, Mise P. tested by Mr. Varley and Mr. 
Crookes (in note). 
Gox, Berjeant, on trance ra 
Oritielsm on the Fortxig. article replied to. 
Crookes, Mr., his 3 of the nomena ; 
en material rough Miss (note); 
his treatment by the press ; by the of 


the Royal Society. 
Decline of belief in fhe supernatural due to a natural 
Jaw uoti) 


Edmonds, Judge, investigation by. 

ds, 75 his . mode ef Inves- 
tigation; ha R speaking in languages 
Willoteon, Dr., a convert to Spiritualism, 
Experiments and tests by the author. 


test. 

Flammarion, M. Camille, evidence of 

Fortnightly Review on the disturbances at the resl- 
denos of the Wesley family. 

Fox, Miss Kate, the earliest medium ; tested b; 
committee; by Dr. R. Chambers and Mr, R. D. 
Owen; seances with Mr. Livermore. 


LONDON: J. BURNS, SPIRITUAL LYSTITUTION, 15, POUTHAMPTON BOW, HOLBORN, w. a. 


OONTENTS. 


6. Modern Spiritualism: Evidence of Men of Seience. 


7. Evidence of Literary and Professional Men to the Facts ef 


Modern Spiritualism. 


8. The Theory of Spiritualism. 


9. The Mo 


Arrxxprx. 
Future Life, proof of the great use of Modern Bpiri- 


tuallam: the spiritual theory of, not a product of 


the medlum's own mind. 
Glanvil, character of ; extracts from. 
8 William, on clairvoyance: criticism of. 
Gully. Dr., on the Cornhill article and Mr. liome. 
Guppy, Mrs., her career as a medium; production of 


wers. 

Haddock, Dr. Joseph, account of discovery of stolen 
property bya clairvoyant. 

Hall, 8. O., his conversion from scepticism; undere 
goes the fire test. 

Hardinge, Mis. Emma, quotations from addresses. 

Hare, Prof. R., experiments and tests by. 

istorical 5 — of Spiritualism. 

Home, Mr. Daniel D., experience of Sir David Brew- 
ster with; the fire test; experience of be! mee 
Cox with; exposed to twenty ycars of scrutiny, 

Houdin, Robert, opinion of Alexis Didier, the clair 


voyant. 

Hewitt, Willlam, testimony as to an accordion sus- 
pended in theair. 

Hume, David, on miracles; definition of a miracle: 
arguments against miracles; eelf-contradictions. 

Huxley, Professor, the uninteresting nature of the 
phenomena. 

Illustrative extracts. 

Imagination, effects of. 

Invisible intelligent beings, existence of, around us 
not im ible; their action on matter not an 
“invasion of the law of nature.“ 

Kerr, Rev. Willlam, M.A., testimony to phenomena 
occurring in private. 

Law of continuity applicable to Spiritualism. 

y, assertions about miracles; fallacies in his 
arguments; account of Glanvil. 

Lee, Dr. Edwin, on experiments with Alexis Didier, 
the clairvoyant. 

Lyndhurst, Lord Chancellor, belief in the spiritual 


ena, 

Levitation, examples of. 

Lewes, Mr. G. H., views of, as to identical hallupins- 
tions criticised (note). 

Mapes, Prof., inquiries into Spiritualism. 

Mayo, Dr. Herbert, F. R.., on clairvoyance; en 

hreno-mesincrism, 

Medical men, evidence of, for facts deemed incredible, 

Mental plienomena, summary of. 

Mesmerism, personal prams de of; supposed to 
explain Spiritualism. 

Miracles, detinitions of; at tomb of Abbé Paris; 
modern objections to. 

Moral teachings of Spiritualism. 

Musical phenomena with Miss Nichol. 

Muller, George. his life and dependence on prayer. 

Owen, Robert Dale, on supernatural phenomena oc 
curring unsought for; case of apparition seen Ly 


boner of Spiritualism, 
10. Notes of Personal Évi 
III. A Derence oy Mopgan SPIRITUALISM. 


idence. 


two persons at once; judicial record of distur. 
banoes at Cideville; testimony as to spirit-forms 
(note). 

Oracles not all {mpostares. 

Persona! evidenca: first experiences in table - turning : 
with M s. Marshall. 

Photograp is, a conclusive test; conditions of a satis- 
factory tert; Mra, Guppy's remarkable spirit-pho- 
tograph; likenesses recognised by Mr. Howitt ; 
by Dr. Thompson; by the author (note); Mr, 
Slater's experiments: Dr. R. Williams's experi- 
ments; Mr. John Beattie's experiments, 

Physi: a! Phenomena, summary o 

Practical ntility of Spiritualism, ebjections replied to, 

Prayer, efficacy of. 

r Here on Bpiritnalism, 

chenbach, Baron, his ons on 
crystals; hie witnesses; revlew of his work. 
Robertson, Dr. J. Lockhart, tests the phenomena and 
* — — as facta. 
utter on the etosoop. 

goepties, investigations by. 

Gcientific men, denial facts by; their mode of 
dealing with the subject; refusal to investigate. 

Senior, Nassau William, on „and his bel‘ 
in spiritual phenomena. 

Sexton, Dr. George, his mode of conversion, 

Slater, Mr. Thos., fas wa sand in NN 

Bpiritualism, vie cals devoted to; the theory 

Spiritualism, New ly ing on; 

Review on; historical sketch of; phenomena of; 
nature of the belief ‘2; no recantations in; a 
science of human nature. 

Stone-throwing, remarkable case ef, in Paris, 

Supernatural works 
to: authors who vouch for the facts. 

Suspicion, action of, illustrated. 

hog — of feeling. 
keray on 3 witnessed in New Tork. 

. of phenomena, often apparent rether 


real. 

Trollope, T. Adolphus, evidence of; as to the possi- 
uy of ita being conjuring; as to the production 
0 wers. 

Tyler, Mr. E. B., on miracles as a “survivor of savage 
th ught;” his mesmerio theory of spiritual phe- 
noniena answered. 

Tyndall, Professor, definition of a mirsele by; om 
8piritualiem; reply to, by Mr. Patrick 

estigate, 


relating 


Alexander ; declines to inv 
Uses of Spiritualism. 
Whately, Archbishop, an inquirer into Spiri 
Wilbr:ham, Hon. Col., testimony to uinene of 

henomena occurring with Mr. Homa, @ 

Williams, Dr. R., experiments in spirit- * 
Witchcraft, evidence for; phenomena analogous 

those of Modern Spiritualism (note), 

. 
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Round in handsome cloth, bevollod edges. 
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SIX LECTURES ON Ti!/KOLOGY AND NATURE, be 


THE PROGRESSIVE LIP RARY contains all works on Spiritualion 


Annual subscription 21s. 


AN publiestions on Spiritualistn, and in- 


formation respecting mediums, eeaners, and the imoveinent generally, 
mar de obtained! from d. Beasa, publisher, Progresivo Library and 
Spiritual Institution, 14, Southampton Row, London, W. O. 


SPIRITUALISM, THE BIBLE, AND TABERNACLE PREACHERS, 
A Discourse by J. BURNS, of the Spiritual Institution, London, 


Delivered at Doughty Hull, Redford Row, London, on Sunday Evening, 
April 18, 1875, 


la reply to a Sermon entitled “ Tur RUIqiox oF ge ig, Beng Rer. Du 
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[There are New Editions of these Works in Preparation]. 


MISS CHANDOS LEIGH MUNT 
Gives Full Instructions in Organic Magnetism, 
v In Three Lessons of One Hour cach, 
and a Presentation Copy of her “ Written Instructions.” 


N.B.—* * Magnetism” embraces all forms of Magnetism, 
sach as Mesmerism, Electro-Biology, Psychology, Fasciuation, 
Artificial Somnambulism, &c., &c. 


Terms Postal, One Guinea. Personal, Three Guineas. 


All further after-inquiries her Pupils desire to make are 
answered free of charge, but must be accompanied by a 
stamped, directed envelope. 


Pupils desiring to develope phenomena under the tuition of 
Miss Leron IIuxr, after the three lessons, can do so at 
10s. 6d. the sitting ; Non-Pupils, One Guinea. Like virtue, 
the power to Magnetise is in all, and can be developed by all. 


CONTENTS OF “PRIVATE WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS.” 
(sx cop EDITION.) 
(These Instructions are on thin paper, for transmission abroad.) 


A short introductory article, in which is defined the difference be- 
tween mental and manual organic magnetiem, ard roasons given why 
all pereons should both be magnetised and able to magnotise—The use 
of discea—Magnetio oonduotors —ilow to develope the magnetic power 
in the human organism to its highest degree of perfection—To develope 
and cultivate the magnetic gazo to its greatest porsible power To cul- 
tivate the power of controlling by sympathy (those possessing large 
imitation are easily and ur.consciously affectead)—My own process for 
controlling, including a theatrical one Captain Hudson's, and those of 
maoy othors—Material attraction (highly interesting, because often 
producible upon those never previously magnetised}—Peculiar impo- 
sition of the hands—Magnatising with the voice—Auto-magnetism, 
hypnotism, and statuvolism—Fallacies carefully pointed out—Surround- 
ing external conditions necessary for succcsa— Drawing, repelling, direct, 
communicatory, bead, lifting, msgnctiaing, demagnetising, and other 
passes all thoroughly explained, and when to bo usod with success 
Cautions upon cross-magnotisw, acoidental phrenologieal manipulations, 
and carcless mental impressions; how to instantly meet and counteract 
any injurious effects produced by these means—How to maguetise 
patients during sleep, both for phenomenal and curative purposes—How 
to magnetiso trees, plants, water, &o., and the various phenomenal effects 
to be produced upon persons and fishes by them, also its action upon 
the ante, &. tbemeelves— How to mngnctise looking-glasses, chairs, 
handkerchiefs, tables, doors, threaholda, &o. &o., and various phenomena 
to be thereby produced—How to magnetise animals: horses, dogs, 
cats, goats, birde, fishes, &o., &o., curatively and pheno.nenally—How 
they magnetise in foreign countries for curing and producing pheno- 
mena, both upon men and animale—Hints to mognetisers about to give 
public and private entertainmente—First symptoms evinced by sub- 
jects passing under oontrol — The firet experiment that should be 
made—A test for the inexperienced, as to whether a subject is 
really inſluenced or trying to deceive the magnetiser — How to act 
when persons are spontancously affected—A short introd uctory speech 
for the magnetiser—A simple method of ascertaining whether a per- 
son will pass easily under your control or not; this test takes but a 
minuto, and is unfailingly oertain— Mental impressions: how to produce 
wonderful effects by as both during and after control — to oure 
moral depravities—How to induce and cultivate thought-reading and 
olairroyaneo How tu give a thought-reading and clairvoyant entertain- 
melt. with somo vory pretty cal entirely original phases—Over one 
hundred amusirg, interesting, theatrically effective, and oonvi 
experiments, suitable to either large, small, public, or private enter- 
tzinments — How to fascinate, and its wonderful effects — How to 
move a pain from a prient, and give it to some person or s 
present (a most convincing proof to a soeptic)—Another equally con- 
vincing and very amusing proof of magnetism having a curative 
porer Hon to draw eubjects from, and control them at a distance 

he effects of incomplete magnet isation, and the philosophical reason 
why—Tbe dangers of magnetism to both operator and subjeot pointed 
out, and how they are to be met and avoided—How to refuse the 
influence of maguctism, and some valuable information to subjects. @ 


Trrauixa.— Curative parses—To produce insensibility for surgical o 
rations, for animals and human beings—Stroking—To produce a curative 
sleop for the eleepless—How to remove pains of organic diseases and cure 
functional ones—Spccial laws for healing chert. kidney, and heart 
diseases, also rheumatic affections—To cure epileprxy—To treat blind- 
ness, deafness, insanity, mania, and all mental affections—To remove 
prin from and heal burns, wounds, scalds, &c.—Troatment for infanta, 
that will always be successful, if the food is even approximately correct 
—How and when to cure with the saliva, and what food the healer 
ebould masticate before*—Applying magnetism to act as an emetio, &. 
Uso of mental impressions in healing—A certain method for removing 
atifnces from limba, and making them thoroughly lithesome (a magnetio 
Turkish bath witbout water)—To cure stammering and delirium tre- 
meng—No more people buried in a trance—Hydropathio band-rubbing, 
slapping, homeopathic soomagnetismus, and al!opatbio medical rubbing 
now eo fashionable, are forms of curative magnetism, and irstructions are 
bere given enabling persons to qualify themselves as professors of these 
branches, as well as of every other branch of the science, by a little 

ractico—How to remove any unpleasant effects arising from healin 
infectious dieeases—How to magnetise for curative pur flanne 
paper, water, shoes, baths, food, and to make what was known to the 
ancients as the Magic Ban ‘Laws for treating every form of disease. 

Every phenomenon mentioned in the Treatise is hore taught how to 
be 3 The whole work is intersporsed with numerous valuable 
notes. An extensive list of works upon this subjest, for further study 
and advice given, which to peruse, and from where to obtain thom. 
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MR. J. J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER, 


53, SIGDON ROAD, DALSTON, LONDON, E. 

APPOINTMENTS. 
Loadon.—Feb. 16, 24, and 27. 
Cardiff.—March 13. 
Keighley.—March 20, 

For Terms and Dates direct above, 


Nowcastle.—Feb. 6 and 7. 
Glasgow.—Feb. 11 and 18. 
Walsall.—Feb. 20, 


Mx. E. W. WALLIS, Iuspirutional Speaker. For terms and dates 


apply—338, St. Anu's Well Road, Nottingham. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Midland District Committeo’s Tour :— 

Walsall.— Feb 6. Leicester.— Feb. 8. 

Birmingham. —Feb. 7. btamford.— Feb. 9. 

Belpor.—Feb. 13 and 14. 

London.— Feb. 20 (probably). 
. Yorkshire District Committee. Feb, 27. 

Mr. Wallis will accept calls to deliver trance orations in all parts of 
the United Kingdom. Apply by letter, to him at 333, St. Ann’s Well 
Road, Nottingham. 

N.B.—Mr. Wallis also 
readings, and recitations, 


Nottingham.—Feb. 10. 
Park Gate.—Feb. II. 


ives entertainments, consisting of songs, 
rite for programme and terme. 


MANCHESTER AND SALFORD SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY, 
268, Chapel-street, Salford. Sunday evening at 6.30. 


Mr. Wallace, President; R. Croft, socre 83, Downing-street 
Manchester, a ia * z 


MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS, 
Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street. 


President: Mr. R. FiTTon, 44, Walnut Street Cheetham, Manchester, 
Secretary: Mr. W. T. Branam, 302, Stretford Road, Manchestor. 


Plan of speakers for February :— 
Sunday, 6.— Miss E. A. Hall. 
„ 18.—Mr. Brown. 
„ 20.— „ Wright. 
„ 27.— „ Tetlow. 
Service commences at 2.80 p. m. 

A society for tho free distribution of spiritual literature in connection 
with the abovo association, Literature and donations thankfully ro- 
ceived by Miss H. Blundell, 5, Summer Villas, Stretford Road, Man. 
chester, treasurer, 


SOUTH LONDON SPIRITUAL SOCIETY, 
8, Bournemouth Road, Rye Lane, Peckham, 
President: MR. JAMES KINNERSLEY LEWIS. 
Meetings :— Wednesdays, 8 p-m. Sundays, 11 n-m., for inquirers; 


7 Nee select. For admission, &e., address secretary, as above. 
Additional members needed: 


13 PSYCIIOLOGICAL SUCIETY, 13, OSWALD'S WYND. 
Tuesday evening at 8 o'clock. 


HYSICAL & TEST MEDIUMSHIP at Mrs. Ayers’, 45, Jubileo 

Street, Commercial Road, E., Sunday, at 7-30; also on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 8 o'clock. Mrs. Walker, pbysical, trance, and test 
medium, my be specially engaged. 


WHITING AND SPEAKING MEDIUM, CAROLINE PAWLEY, 
Free of charge. Appointments made by letter only, with directed 
envelope, 43, Earls’ Court Road, Kensington.—There are vacancies for 
two or three friends in the circle forming on Wednesday evenings at 43, 
Earl's Court Road, Kensington, free of charge. Apply by letter only. 


YDENHAM, FOREST HILL, &c.—We are informed that several 
inquirers into Spiritualism are desirous of forming a society in this 
neighbourhood. Ladies and gentlemen desirous of joining such{a society 
are requested to communicate with R., 8, Bournemouth Road, Ryo Lane, 
Peckbam, S. E. 


F O. MATTHEWS, Clairvoyant, 11, Torrington Square. W. C. At 
* Ladbroke-hall, Notting-hill, every Sunday evening at 7 o'clock, 


A SEANCE for CLAIRVOYANCE and TRANCE at Mrs. 
PRICHARD’S, 10, Devonshire Street, W. C., Tuesdays at 8 p.m 


R. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test, and Business Clairvoyant, is 
at home daily, and is open to engagements. Addrese—1, Albert 
errace, Barnsbury Road, Islington, N. 


IEE OF WIGHT.—Annardale Villa, Sandown.— Ono or two invalid 
Ladies will be taken great care of by a Healing Medium, including 

Board ind Lodging, for 30s. per week for the six winter months at this 

pretty seaside town, which is known to be particularly zalubrious. 


Spiritualist in distress wishes place as Porter, Timekeeper, or, 

with wife, to take care of promises, &c. Good roferences. Caa 
speak German and English. Apply—17. St Joun's Lane, Clerken- 
well; top bell. 


RAPHAEL'S GUIDE TO ASTROLOGY is warranted to be the ensiest 
best, and most accurate Work on the science ever published. Bound 
in cloth, gilt lettered, price 88. 

London: J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn. 


HEALING BY LAYING ON OF HANDS 
De. JAMES MACE, 


87, Urrxn Baker STREET, REGENT'S Pank: 


MESMERISM, 
D. YOUNGER, 
MAGNETIC HEALER AND MEDICAL RUBBER, 
23, Ledbury Road, Bayswater, London, W. 
Ar HOME daily from 2 till 5, or attends patients al their own homes. 
Ile has a number of mesmeric sensilives on whicb he teaches ladies 
or gentlemen any kind of experiments connected with ths science, e- 
veloping wonderful phenomena. I aleo gives Electro-Biological cnter- 
tainmentg - Private or public: Terms by letter. : 


MESMERIC INSTITUTION 


‘or the Cure aud Alleviation of Diseases. 


PROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER 
(36 Years Established), 


For 1881. 
Now ready. The oldest and best Almanac published. Much enlarged 
Coloured Hieroglyphic, Post free, 7d. ; with Epliemeris, 13d. 
Everyone should read Raphacl’s ” judgments upon the great and 
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